
Colossians (2)

Paul’s Struggle for the Colossians (1:24 - 2:5)

1. How did the Apostle describe his ministry (1:24)?  What did he mean?  What did he not mean?

2. What mystery was God revealing through the ministry of the apostles (1:25-27)?

3. What goal did the apostle have for his ministry (1:28 and 2:2)?

4. Why did he make such a point of his struggle for them (1:29 and 2:1)?

5. What insights do you find for those serving in Gospel ministry today?
6. We note the exalted way Christ is described (1:27; 2:2,3).  What does this mean for us?

7. What does the Apostle hint at in 2:4?

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I praise you for revealing yourself to me.  You are the one in whom is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  Keep giving me your full riches.  In your name.  Amen. 
Fullness in Christ (2:6-15)

8. What encouragement should we take to heart (6,7)?

9. What warning should we take seriously (8)?

10. Identify some examples of “hollow and deceptive philosophy”?  How do we determine this?

11. Verse 9 is an excellent statement of the person of Christ (worth memorizing).

12. Why such an emphasis here on Christ?

13. What then follows from this great theological truth (10)?  What does this mean for us?

14. Why would Paul shift into the matter of circumcision (11)?

15. What matters more than circumcision (11,12)?

16. Mark verses 13 through 15 as another declaration of the supreme victory we have in 

Jesus.  What do you find especially comforting in this declaration?

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I glorify you as the one in whom all the fullness of God lives in bodily form.  I thank for the spiritual fullness I have in you.  I praise you for the full victory you achieved for me.  In your name.  Amen.
Release from Regulations (2:16-23)

17. We find here a few more clues about the heresy that was threatening the Colossians 
(16,18,21,23).  What might we piece together about this heresy?

18. What are we to do with foods and feasts that might carry some kind of religious significance?

19. Explain the shadow / reality comparison Paul makes here (17).  What then is the 
significance 
for us?

20. Can you identify any modern-day counterparts to the practices listed by Paul?

21. What could be the deadly result for Christians who drift into them (18,19)?

22. What judgment do these attitudes and practices receive (20-23)?

23. How might you sum up this part of the letter?

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, turn me away from all beliefs and practices that deny the full rescue you have accomplished for me by your death and resurrection.  Fill me joy over the life I have from you through my baptism.  In your name.  Amen.


