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“Christ has indeed been raised from the 

dead.”  (1 Corinthians 15:20) 
 

In Sunday Bible class we recently studied 1 Corinthians.  This book in the Bible has so much 
to offer us for strengthening in our Christ-centered faith.  In chapter fifteen the Holy Spirit 
through Paul reinforces the centrality of Christ’s resurrection for our faith, and for life now 
and eternally.  If Jesus had not risen from the dead, we would have a dead faith.  But be-
cause he lives, we are blessed by God beyond description.  Let’s review what Christ’s resur-
rection means for us. 
 
Truth #1:  Jesus is truly God.  He “was declared with power to be the Son of God by his res-
urrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4).  He is far greater than any other human being who 
has ever lived.  He is far greater than any other religious leader who has ever spoken.  The 
empty tomb proves his true identity: God, who became a man to save us. 
 
Truth #2:  His words are true.  Jesus had predicted many times that he would die.  Any of us 
could say as much.  But then Christ predicted many times that we would become alive again, 
and even specified the time frame.  In the words of the angel at the empty tomb to the 
women:  “Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised 
again’” (Luke 24:6-7).  Since he fulfilled his prediction to rise from the dead, everything he 
says is the absolute truth.  We believe every word and syllable from the mouth of Christ. 
 
Truth #3:  Our sins are truly forgiven.  Jesus made the blood payment on the cross to re-
move our debt of sin before God.  Then on the third day he “was raised to life for our justifi-
cation” (Romans 4:25).  Because God had declared us “not guilty” of sin when Christ died on 
the cross, he raised Jesus from the dead.  The resurrection assures us that our sins are truly 
and fully forgiven. 
 
Truth #4:  We will live eternally.  Christ made many promises to give eternal life to all who 
trust in him.  “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die” (John 11:25-26).  Who among us would dare to make such a 
promise?  Jesus, who defeated death by rising from the dead, has made this promise.  His life 
guarantees eternal life for us.  After death we will live with Christ, and on the last day he will 
raise our bodies, transforming them to be like his glorious body (Philippians 3:21). 
 
Truth #5:  Our service to him is eternally meaningful.  At the end of 1 Corinthians 15, the 
Apostle Paul encourages Christians of all time: “Always give yourselves fully to the work of 
the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”  Everything we do for 
Christ (holy living, regular worship, generous offerings, Bible study, witnessing, supporting 
our congregation and school, mission work) is of lasting value.  We are not wasting our 
time—because he lives! 
 
May our living Savior give each of us daily joy in his resurrection!  He lives! 
 
Serving you and Jesus, 
Pastor Brauer 
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Trinity Women In Service met in the conference room on 
March 9, 2017, for their regular business meeting. Seven 
ladies were present. The hostess was Ione Staude. Pastor 
Yahnke opened the meeting with prayer. He then gave an 
enlightening presentation about the history and beliefs of 
the Mormons. 

 
The business meeting was opened by Vice President Aud-
rey Zautner in the absence of our president. The minutes 
for February were in the March newsletter and were ap-
proved as printed. The treasurer’s report for February was 
approved with a Women In Service balance of $1,283.91 
plus $68.24 held for LWMS. The basket collection today 
was for the W.I.S. General Treasury. 

 
Thank you notes were read from the family of Audrey Ul-
rich for the memorial and for the food and serving at the 
reception following the funeral service, and from Trinity 
Church (for her memorial). An informational letter from 
the Luther Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) about the 
National Convention was shared with those present. (Any 
Trinity women interested in attending this event in Or-
lando, Florida, on June 22-25 will find information on the 
bulletin board outside of the office. Trinity women are 
encouraged to attend – bring a friend! (You will have an 
unforgettable experience!) A newsletter was also available 
from the WELS Institutional Ministries. 

 
Old Business: The Easter program for children and adults is 
moving along well. "Journey to the Cross" (12 "stations") 
will be held April 8 from 10-12 in Trinity’s church base-
ment. Help is still needed; sign-up sheets can be found in 

the Fireside Room. 

 
The Women In Service poster for a 
Stewardship Sunday will be worked on once Kathy Strucely 
returns from vacation. Various committees which are sup-
ported by the W.I.S. will be featured and will give informa-
tion so that you might consider joining them to serve your 
church. Check it out! 

 
New Business: The Banner Committee will be working on a 
special banner for Reformation. 

 
The LWMS Spring Circuit Meeting will be held on April 29 
in Delavan. 

 
The trays used for serving at church dinners (funerals, 
Lenten meals, etc.) are being used a lot. The motion was 
made, seconded and carried to sent for 48 more trays for 
this purpose. 

 
There being no more business, the meeting adjourned 
with the Lord’s Prayer. The next regular W.I.S. meeting will 
be held on Thursday, April 6, at 1:00 p.m. in the Confer-
ence Room, a week earlier because of Maundy Thursday 
the next week. The hostess will be Kathy Strucely. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Phyllis Kaesermann, Secretary 

 

Our Activity Committee, Janine Petrie (Hope Luth.) and 
Ruth Uttech (St. Luke’s Luth.), recently had the teens make 
an origami fish.  The fish symbol was used by persecuted 
Christians to identify each other.  The Greek word for fish, 
ἰχθύς, is an acronym coming from the first letter of words 
that mean “Jesus Christ God’s Son is Savior”. As every ac-
tivity is linked to God’s Word and Christ in some way, we 
taught the teens how Christians have been severely perse-
cuted because of their faith in Christ, even to death but 
they trusted God’s promises and did not deny him.  As we 

teach God’s love in Christ at THE ROC, we pray the teens 
will also stand strong with God’s help. 

FUTURE ROC EVENTS:  Please volunteer to help.  Thanks! 

Saturday, June 24, 2017, serving 10-5 - Brat Fry at Pick 'N 
Save 

Sunday, June 11, 2017 at 3 pm - ROC Golf Outing  

Thurs.-Sat., July 20, 21, 22, 2017 - ROC Rummage Sale 

Saturday, August 26, 2017, serving 10-3 - Glenn's Brat 
Stand 

Women in  

Service 

Pebbles from  the ROC 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or na-

kedness or danger or sword? … No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. (Romans 8)   
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Financial Sta tus 
 
Thanks be to God for the gifts given for the work of the church! 

 In order to give a clearer picture of our financial status we will be reporting the weekly and 

monthly totals of offerings for the unified budget.   

Weekly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $13,750 

Monthly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $59,584 

 Offerings received the week of February 5      $  6,787.00 

 Offerings received the week of February 12      $ 10,212.08 

 Offerings received the week of February 19      $   8,694.00  

 Offerings received the week of February 26      $  12,318.85   

 Offerings received through Simply Giving in March     $    6,208.69 

 Offerings received through Thrivent       $       391.00 

Total Offerings received in the month of February for support of the ministry plan                     $  44,611.62  

 

Year to date 100th Anniversary Debt Reduction—$ 40,690 

Year to date 100th Anniversary Pakistan Sunday School Fund—$ 6,611 

Teen’s Corner  
The teens completed their seven week study on the Lord's Prayer.  It was great to 
study the depth of a prayer we all know so well.  For the next two Sundays, we had a 
topical discussion from our "Everyday Bible Study" series, and then on April 2 we will 
begin our "Debunking Evolution" Bible study.  I want to promote this class heavily 
among the teens, especially the older ones who will be heading into college in a few 

years.   On March 29, the teens served the congregation with tacos for a Lenten din-
ner, thank you to the teens and their parents. Several teens will be helping with 
“Journey to the Cross.”  Plans are still in the works for a teen trip to the Creation Science Museum and the Ark Encoun-
ter in Late June. 

Treasurer’s Repor t  
As of the end of February, total operating income is $443,378 or 62% of the annual budget.  Total expenses are 

$465,928 or 65% of the annual budget.   Revenue and expenses are both expected to be at 65% after eight months.  

The income is behind for the year of $22,551 for the amount of expenditures. 

Regular offerings are $43,378 behind plan for the year.  The average weekly offering was $11,745, compared to the 

weekly average of $13,750 that is needed to support the ministry plan.  This will bring a cash flow problem as the fiscal 

year continues. 

Holy Week Schedule 
Maundy Thursday—3 & 7 pm with Communion 

Good Friday—1 pm Worship, 7 pm Tenebrae 

Easter—Sunrise—6:30 am, Festival Service with Communion—9:30 am 
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Remembering those fallen asleep in Jesus  

 

Mary Ann Doering 

 Elaine Beyer  

 Tom Beyer and Lyn Quinn  

 Gladys Dietzel   

 Bev Ebert  

 Alice Gaugert 

 Doris Gillis  

 Suzanne Herzog  

 Tim Koch Family   

 Judy Kohlhoff  

 Ed and Ann Lindemann  

 Glenn and Di Lohr  

 Wayne and Nancy Lohr  

 Jack Nass  

 Doug and Clare  

 Dale and Nancy Ninmann  

 Bill and Rosy Richter  

 Jim and Shirley Richter  

 Earl Roberts  

 Rod and Julie Roe  

 Tim and Cindy Rupprecht  

 Armin and Kay Schuetze  

 Kamilla Thoma 

 Jerry Vomhof  

 Vi Wade  

 Dennis and Debbie Whiting   

 Bruce and Lynn Wilson  

 Dale and Nancy Zastrow  

 Matt Zastrow Family  

 Eugene and Audrey Zautner   

 Jerry and Donna Zautner  

 Mark Doering’s Nursing Staff  

 Joanne Hemp  

 Rev. and Marie Buss 

 Wayne and Charlotte Schoch 

 Carol Voss  

 Russ and Ann Marcks  

  

Steve Schultz 

 Eileen Gutzdorf  

 Mary Lou Wade  

 Carol Schwefel  

 Patti Zoromski  

 Doris Baumann  

 Charlotte Holt  

 Beverly Saniter  

 Suzanne Herzog  

 Wil and Lois Streblow  

 David and Beverly Hoeft   

 Lorraine Stueber  

 Eugene and Audrey Zautner   

 James and Kristen Wade  

 John and Sandy Braun  

 Gerald and Eileen Sell  

 Dale and Nancy Zastrow  

 Patrick and Lynn Ireland  

 Vi Wade  

 Judy Wade  

 Jane Wade  

 Joel Wade  

 James and Melissa Thoma 

 Timothy and Jeanne Fisher 

 Earl Roberts  

 Betty Schimming  

 Dave and Leni Kahler 

 Jim and Mary-Anne Schwartz 

 Herman and Pat Zastrow   

  

Ricky Maas 

 Patrick and Lynn Maas  

 

Easter Breakfast  
Easter breakfast will be served between the Easter Sunrise Service and the Festival Ser-

vice (7:30-9 am). 

This year we will have the traditional egg bakes as our main course, with fruit and baked 

goods also served. 

The egg bake recipe is really any typical egg bake with or without meat, made in a crock 

pot or oven. 

Sign up sheets will be found in the Fireside Room. 

We are looking for donations of: 

       Egg bakes 

       Fresh fruit 

       Baked goods 

       Doughnuts 

       Juice 

       Milk 
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Centennial Of fering 
It is hard to believe we only have 3 months left to reach our goal to raise $100,000 in thankfulness to God for 100 years 
of blessings to Trinity.  About $12,000 of this amount is planned to go to the WELS Pakistan Sunday School Ministry 
and we have collected about 54% of this amount.  The remaining approximately $88,000 is planned to retire Trinity’s 
debt and we have collected about 44% of this amount.  The Board for Stewardship has again updated the progress 
boards in the fireside room so continue to watch for them.  Thank you for your generosity in thankfulness to God!! 
 
Have you thought of your own ideas you use to help contribute to this goal?  A few more ideas are listed below: 

 Do you have household items you are no longer using?  Have you considered selling them on the popular sites – 
buy, sell, trade or craigslist or ebay?  Consider donating all or part of those funds to the Centennial offering. 

Do you use coupons when you grocery shop?  Donate the savings you receive to the Centennial offering. 
Do you like to buy books that you read?  Consider getting your books at the library and contributing the savings to 

the Centennial offering. 
When was the last time that you reviewed your household expenses like cable, internet, telephone, insurance and 

other subscription-type costs?  You could review those costs and if you realize savings, you could commit part 
or all of these funds to the Centennial offering. 

For those who are required to take distributions from your IRA’s because you are 70 ½ years old or older.  Did you 
know you could directly contribute those funds to the Centennial offering and not have to record these distri-
butions as income on your taxes?  There are very strict rules to do this so discuss this with your tax and invest-
ment advisors if you are interested in learning more about it. 

 
We could still use more ideas so if you have any, please submit them to the church office.  Be sure your name is on the 
list so proper credit can be given. 
 
Also remember you can text these contributions using the “Text to Give” service.  To give to the Pakistan Sunday 
School use the code “PakSS” and for debt retirement use the code “Anniv”.  Thanks for continuing to remember this 
important offering with your prayers and contributions.!! 

Do Not Miss 
“Journey to the Cross”  

Our church will be hosting Journey to the Cross, an Easter learning experience on Satur-

day, April 8. 

As a traveler, you have the opportunity to walk in Jesus’ footsteps during Holy Week. 

Smell the aroma of anointing perfume, taste Passover food, feel a crown of thorns, and 

so much more. You will hear about Jesus from Bible witnesses and be a part of the Passion experience. 

Please save Saturday, April 8 on your calendar. Call today to reserve your tour time (920-261-3511.) Walk-ins will be 

welcomed but may need to wait for an open tour time. 

And please pray for all those involved—volunteers and journeyers—so that the Holy Spirit may truly bless our experi-

ence together. 



 

Rock River  Area OWLS     
 
The April meeting of our OWLS chapter is scheduled for 1:30 pm on Tuesday, April 18, at St. John Lutheran Church of 
Ixonia, served by Pastor Allen Tetzlaff.  Refreshments will be served. The topic is our synod's "International Seminary 
Program," by Professor Allen Sorum.  We will discover how many  theological seminaries WELS conducts around the 
world. Come and enjoy spiritual growth and the fellowship of neighboring WELS and ELS members. The Organization of 
WELS Seniors (OWLS) provides meaningful activity for those who are retired and/or 50 years and older. St. John Church 
is located just south of the State Highway 16 round-a-bout on County D at Ixonia. Come and bring a friend! 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS)  
 

At the beginning of 2017 Trinity was assigned three missions as part of the LWMS “Befriend a Mission” program.  We 

are asked to remember these missions, especially over the next two years. The missions include two home missions 

and one world mission. 

 

The world mission, while on U.S. soil, is the East Fork Lutheran School in Whiteriver, Arizona.  Our missionary teacher 

is Ruth Vogt. Ruth grew up in Lake Mills and has been teaching for three years.  Last summer she married Darren, who 

also teaches at East Fork  She writes, “East Fork School started in 1911.  We currently have one hundred twenty six stu-

dents in grade school and seventeen students in the high school.  I go to church at East Fork Lutheran Church.  Some 

outreach tools we use are Facebook, the website, newsletters and word of mouth.  Some fellowship activities include 

faculty get togethers, after church fellowship, intramural sports activities.” Her prayer list includes: success in the re-

opening of the high school, continued growth and support for the grade school, for all the children and families. 

 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church in Lakewood Ranch, Florida is one of our home mission and is served by Pastor Caleb 

Free.  He and his wife Kristin have a 2 year old son, Clay. Pastor Free shared this information about Risen Savior. 

Start date—2001 

“Restart date”—2016 

Members—60 

Worship—We own a building on ten acres of land in the middle of Lakewood Ranch.  The building id unfinished inside.  

We are looking to complete  the sanctuary and education wing next fall. 

Outreach Activities—Relational, Mornings with Mommy, community service projects/ events. 

Fellowship Activities—Potluck meals, barbeques, pool and beach parties 

His prayer list includes: Strength and courage to do outreach, funds to complete the inside of the church building. 

 

The other home mission is The Way Lutheran Church.  Pastor Matthew Rothe serves this new mission. He and his wife, 

Emily, are expecting their first child in May. The Way is in the exploratory phase and looking for a facility to rent.  The 

prayer list for this congregation includes: God’s blessings as we search for a facility to rent for worship, God’s blessings 

on our outreach efforts as we look to reach out to the unchurched and grow our new mission, God’s blessing on our 

core group as we set a vision for our church and the hard work to bring it about. 

 

The contact information for our three missions can be found on the bulletin board at church. 

 

The Spring Rally for the Rock River Circuit will be held on April 29 in Delevan.   Watch for further details. 



 

Prayer Partners "And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 

this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all 

the saints" (Ephesians 6:18).  

 Pray for the need of others. 

 Praise God for  the wonderful things he does. 

 To join send, an email to sstrucely@gmail.com or 

call the church office. Prayer requests will be sent 

to you via email or by phone call. 

 To request a prayer, contact Pastor Brauer. 

Videotaped Church Services  
The Sunday services are now being shown on Watertown 

TV, cable channel 985, Wednesdays 9 am and 4 pm and 

again on Sunday at 11 am. Services are also uploaded to 

the church website by Tuesday. 

Sit-Craft-Chat 
Craft Group  

Third Monday of each month 

6-8 pm 

Fireside Room (Or wherever it is warmest) 

Contact person: Tina Krueger (261-3562) 

 

Senior Choir Schedule 
 

The Senior Choir is next scheduled to sing in the Easter festival service on April 16.  Anyone may participate to glorify 
Christ for his resurrection!  The scheduled practices leading up to Easter Sunday are as follows: 

Sunday, April 2 @ 11:30 

Sunday, April 9 @11:30 

Tuesday, April 11 @ 7 

Saturday, April 15 (if needed). 

Blood Drive Results  
 
A successful blood drive was held at Trinity on March 9.  Forty-four donors donated a total of forty seven units of blood 
products. Thank you to our donors and volunteers.  The next blood drive at Trinity will be held on July 20. 

Clearance Sale! !  
 

There are still Centennial items available to purchase.  Ornaments, travel mugs and coffee have all been reduced in 

price.  Cookbooks are still available for $15.00.  The items are on sale in the Fireside Room.  Make checks payable to 

“Anniversary Committee”.  These items make great gifts – at a great price!! 

New Email Address 
 

The new email address for the church secretary, Kathy Strucely, is manager@trinitywatertown.net. The pastors’ emails 
remain the same. 
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Part III – A Decision on the Organ and Other Matters 
 

This installment continues the story of 1953 as the congre-
gation approached the Day of Dedication. 

 
While the organ matter was discussed, the council was 
also dealing with the mortgage issue. Mr. Dierker had 
been selected by the congregation to handle the legal as-
pects of the mortgage.  On June 8 he met with the council 
which decided that the interest and principal payments be 
semi-annual payable on June 1 and December 1. When 
this was agreed, the mortgage was signed by all members 
of the council and Attorney Dierker. 
 
The June 15 special meeting of the Building Committee, 
Church Council, and Organ Committee indicated work had 
progressed on the organ matter. At that meeting Mr. 
Dornoff and son, representatives of the Wicks Organ Com-
pany of Highland Park, Illinois, were present. 
 
After discussing the organ with the company’s representa-
tive it was moved by Art Mallow, seconded by Prof. Ki-
essling that we accept the proposition from Wicks Organ 
Company for a organ at a cost of $11,785 and further that 
the completion of installation of organ be by November, 
1953. The motion was carried.  
 
The organ installed in the new Trinity Lutheran Church 
would serve the congregation for thirty-seven years until it 
was removed and sold to a congregation in Illinois as the 
balcony was prepared for the installation of the current 
Wissinger organ. The Wicks Organ Company was known as 
a reputable dealer who could build organs for smaller 
churches using electronic action for operating the stop 
and key action. Compared to the small organ used in the 
Church Home (which from pictures and memories appears 
to have been a small reed organ), the new pipe organ was 
another dream realized. 
 
In the midst of the building construction the congregation 
was dealing with the addition of another teacher – part-
time – to help the expanding enrollment at St. Mark’s Lu-
theran School. Trinity was ready and willing to pay their 
proportional share. Eventually St. Mark’s asked that this 
position be increased to a full-time teacher. However, Pas-
tor Timmel asked St. Mark’s to leave Trinity out of these 
plans until definite action was taken by St. Mark’s. 

 
The matter was clearer by the September 10 council meet-
ing. The School Committee reported that 

Trinity’s enrollment in St. Mark’s school is 63. The 
matter of an additional teacher was discussed. 
Motions were made, seconded, and carried the 
council recommend to the congregation the pay-
ment of forty (40) dollars per month for the ten 
months to St. Mark’s for the additional teacher. 

 
Decisions still needed to be made on some of the details 
for the new church.  At the July 12 meeting it was decided 
that the floor of the church would be tile. At the August 2 
meeting the congregation accepted a recommendation 
from the architect that aluminum bar be substituted for 
zinc bar for the leaded windows due to the superior char-
acteristics of aluminum. A number of church items were in 
storage during construction. The Church Committee was 
asked to look over these supplies and report back to the 
congregation. A need for more tables and chairs was dis-
cussed. 
 
Looking toward the future the names of sixteen men were 
entered into the minutes to become the nucleus of a new 
Stewardship Committee. A larger building and associated 
costs in operating it would require a larger budget and the 
need for the congregational membership to know the 
background of the needs. The first meeting of the commit-
tee was held on September 17. At that meeting Pastor 
Timmel explained the purpose and function of the com-
mittee, and the names of the members of the congrega-
tion were divided among the members of the committee 
and the council. 
 
By September the building project had progressed to the 
point that it was time to plan for dedication. The council 
approved Prof. Elmer Kiessling to preach for the morning 
service on Dedication Day, Prof. Ernst E. Kowalke 
(president of Northwestern College) for the afternoon ser-
vice, and Bob Beckmann, the first son of Trinity congrega-
tion to enter the ministry, for the evening service.  The 
choice of music for the service was left to the teachers. It 
was agreed that a dedication booklet be published as well 
as a separate program leaflet. Pastor Timmel was to pur-
chase a new lectionary for the altar. The Dedication Day 
meal was to be left to the Ladies Aid. 
 

The First 100 Years 

1953 
A Year of  Meetings –  A Year of  Building –  A Year of  Rejoicing 
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Taken prior to Dedication Day, the view shows the 
organ (west) balcony of the new church. The pipes 
of the organ are not visible because the organ was 
enclosed with the sounds passing through the two 
sets of louvers visible in the west wall. The organ 
case was built out from the west wall by ten feet 
with the stipulation that the rose window could 
not be covered in any way.  
 
The organ console is to the far left of the balcony with the 

organist facing north toward the balcony staircase. 

 

This was the way the balcony remained until 1991 when 

the Wicks organ was removed and the organ chambers 

dismantled to make space for the current Wissinger organ. 

The Wicks Organ Company began installation of the new 

organ on November 2. The starting date for the installa-

tion of the new pews was October 19, and the installation 

of the altar was to be completed by November 1. The for-

mer janitor declined the position of serving as the janitor 

of the new church, and the matter was left to the Church 

Council for the time being. It was also recommended by 

the council to the congregation that one hundred addi-

tional copies of The Lutheran Hymnal with Trinity’s name 

inscribed be purchased.  Of the $54,216.10 pledged for 

the new church, $50,701.17 had been redeemed. 

 
While the congregation awaited the completion of the 
church, other events were taking place among the WELS 
congregations of Jefferson County as well as WELS congre-
gations throughout the nation. 
 

Prior to the order of business for the evening two 
other important issues were presented. The first 
being the Lutheran High School issue. The matter 
was discussed and motion was made, seconded, 
and carried that we inform the committee we can 
take no action until after the first of the year. (In a 
few years the Jefferson County Lutheran High 
School would begin under its first principal and 
teacher, Pastor Lloyd O. Huebner, and eventually 
become Lakeside Lutheran High School. In the 
process the school would move to Lake Mills from 
Ft. Atkinson where it had used the old St. Paul’s 
Lutheran School building). 
 
Also discussed were the current synod differences 
(between the Wisconsin Synod and the Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod). Motion was made, sec-
onded, and carried the Pastor announce on two 
successive Sundays an invitation to hear a reading 
of a report and short explanation of the Synod’s 
actions and the present relationship between the 
Wisconsin and Missouri Synod… 

 
One last matter of church construction business was con-
sidered on November 4. The Church Council was asked to 
investigate the possibility of surfacing the north side 
boulevard to be used for parking space. 
 
To be continued. 
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Trinity-St. Luke’s School  
 

Planning for a New School Year – and Beyond! 

 
March 31, 2017, marks the end of the third quarter at Trinity-St. Luke’s Lutheran School (TSL). Report cards for QIII will 
come out the next week. It is hard to believe that there is only about a quarter of the school year left. The final quarter 
will go quickly. 
 
Even as we march to the end of another school year, planning has been underway for the next year – and beyond. An 
Open House and tentative registration for 3K, 4K, 5K, and grade 1 was held on February 28. Mrs. Hayes, Mrs. Wegner, 
and Mrs. Borgwardt put together an exciting open house using a circus theme. Activities and games were available for 
the children; parents had an opportunity to greet and meet the teachers and learn more about our early childhood 
programs.  Perhaps a highlight of the evening was seeing Pastor Yankee’s puppet skills in action via a video he pro-
duced for the Open House. 
 
Registrations for the ECE program as well as all of the grades are accepted anytime during the coming months. If you 
needs materials, forms, or information, don’t hesitate to contact either of the school offices – Western Avenue campus 
at 261-3615 and Clark Street campus at 206-1844 
 

Called Staffing for Next Year – and Beyond! 
 

After input from the Study Committee that looked at staffing, and following discussion with the church councils, the 
Joint Board recommended that a permanent half-time teacher be called by St. Luke’s to replace Mrs. Marilyn Ehlke 
who is retiring at the end of the current school year.  At a special voters’ meeting at St. Luke’s on March 5 the congre-
gation called Mrs. Alissa Schroeder to this position. Mrs. Schroeder, a member of St. Luke’s, is currently teaching at St. 
John’s Lutheran School here in Watertown. During the next weeks she will be considering where the Lord would have 
her serve. Please remember Mrs. Schroeder in your prayers as the Holy Spirit guides her in the decision making. 
 
In another motion of the meeting, the voters of St. Luke’s passed a resolution requesting of the WELS Assignment 
Committee that Mrs. Morgan Beyer be assigned to St. Luke’s to teach at TSL permanently. Mrs. Beyer was assigned to 
us by the Conference of Presidents acting as the Assignment Committee last spring to serve for one year as one of our 
seventh and eighth grade teachers. Should the Assignment Committee be in agreement, Mrs. Beyer would become a 
permanent member of the faculty. We await the Assignment Committee’s decision which will come in May at the 
regular assignment of the graduates of Martin Luther College. 
 
We pray the Lord’s continued blessings on all of our called staff as they serve the Good Shepherd and His lambs! 
 

Growth Opportunities for the Near Future – and Beyond! 
 

One of the study committees looked at growth opportunities for TSL and came to the Joint Board with a number of 
recommendations, two of which are currently being pursued. 
 
The first is to determine if TSL should become a part of the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP). This program 
is not to be confused with the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program or the Racine Choice Program.  The WPCP applies 
only to religious and private schools outside of the Milwaukee and Racine school districts.  
 
The purpose of the WPCP is to “give parents more control over their child’s education and to allow parents to pursue 
the most appropriate learning environments for their children.” If a school is accepted into the WPCP parents who 
qualify under the economic guidelines developed by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction would receive a 
voucher from the state of Wisconsin that pays the costs of education at private and religious schools.  
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Of course, as with any government program (state or federal), there are a lot of details which the Joint Board is cur-
rently reviewing and discussing. If the Joint Board should recommend participation in the program this recommenda-
tion would then go to each church council for their input and discussion. If this recommendation should be approved 
by both church councils the recommendation would go to the voters’ assemblies of each of our supporting congrega-
tions. Before a vote is taken the Joint Board would hold open forums to disseminate information and hear discussion 
on this proposal.  
 
We will keep you posted on the progress of this possible proposal. Careful consideration must be given before a deci-
sion is made to join the choice program. Adoption of the proposal  would change the philosophy of enrollment used by 
our school and its supporting congregations for over 40 years.  
 
A second growth opportunity is the expansion of the TSL Early Childhood Program. Currently we offer a 4K program 
three mornings of the week (Monday through Wednesday) and a 3K program on Thursday and Friday mornings. Our 
hope would be to offer a half day program for 3K and 4K five mornings of the week for each program as well as ex-
panded childcare and before and after school care. In order to do this it will take a lot of planning to see how this can 
be done within the Western Avenue campus building where the program are currently held. A committee of Mrs. 
Hayes, Mrs. Wegner, Pastor Yahnke, the principal, and Steve Strucely (Trinity) and Rich Parkhurst (St. Luke’s) have be-
gun meeting to gather information, look at costs, and do more planning. We hope to move quickly because of the 
many opportunities that exist in this area. 
 
Stay tuned for further information on both of these growth opportunities! 
 

Opportunities and Challenges in Budget Planning for FY2017-2018 
 

At the March Joint Board meeting the first draft of the proposed fiscal year budget for the next year is presented and 
discussed. The proposed budget is one that will go through many drafts and revision before it reaches the voters’ 
meeting of each congregation for their approval in the spring of the year.  
 
Each process of putting a budget together at best is a challenge, and the budget being prepared is no different. There 
are some questions for which we need to do more research and get answers: our liability insurance and worker’s com-
pensation starts a new policy in July. How much will this go up? What is the best financial way to deal with aging copi-
ers at both buildings? Curriculum acquisition is always a costly process. What is the best way in which we can meet the 
curricular needs to provide new texts and instructional materials? How can we expand our use of technology? What is 
the best way to provide standardized testing? How will we provide for both our called and hired staff? What impact 
will an expanded ECE program have?  
 
Many questions, but not necessarily easy answers. We know that the Lord in His time will provide the answers.  Please 
pray for the your congregational and school leaders are they work through this process knowing the Lord will bless 
these efforts too! 
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Pastor Brett Brauer 

trinitypastor@charter.net 

CELL: 920-915-9070 

HOME: 920-261-1599 

Sunday Worship Services 

8 & 10:30 am 

Bible Activity Hour & Bible Class 

9:15 am 

Wednesday Worship Service 

6:30 pm 

Holy Week 

Maundy Thursday with Communion 

3:30 and 7 pm 

Good Friday 

Worship—1 pm, Tennebrae—7 pm 

Easter  

Sunrise—6:30 am 

Festival Service with Communion—9:30 am 

Pastor Dustin Yahnke 

pastoryahkne@hotmail.com 

CELL: 414-614-0077 

 


