Trinity Luther an Church
Parish Caller
“Unless you repent, you too will all perish.” (Luke 13:3 NIV 1984)
For us as citizens of our country, the possibility of experiencing a violent tragedy seems to
be more real. Shootings in schools and in other public places are becoming more common.
The violent tragedies result in much death, hurt, pain and confusion.
After such tragedies people often contemplate and ask big questions. Why do some die in
such horrific ways? Why must family members then suffer? What did they do to deserve
such a tragic end? Does God really care about what is happening in our violent culture?
In Jesus’ day many were asking these same questions. Some tragic events were the buzz
in Jerusalem (you can read the entire account in Luke 13:1-6). The Roman governor had ordered some worshipers at the temple to be killed. A tower had collapsed and caused the
deaths of eighteen people. Jesus asked a big question which was on the minds of many:
“Were they worse sinners and more guilty than others?” His answer was simple and emphatic: “No!” Those who died were not worse sinners than those who survived.
But Jesus added a warning: “But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” He made a
personal spiritual application from those recent tragedies in Jerusalem. Each one of his hearers should take seriously their own need to repent. They should confess their sins before
God and then seek God’s mercy, found only in Jesus. Through Christ’s blood which he shed
on the cross God forgives sinners and pardons their wrongs against him. If sinners do not
repent, they perish in hell.
Jesus instructs us too. After tragic events we might presume (and almost demand) to figure out the reasons for what God does and allows. Yet the all-powerful, all-knowing and
holy Lord of the universe does not consult with any of us for advice. Instead we should take
seriously Jesus’ lesson: “Unless you repent, you too will all perish.” Each of us should ask,
“Am I coming clean before God with my sin? Am I excusing and defending my sin, or confessing it all to the holy God?” The second part of repentance is trusting in Christ for forgiveness. Through personal trust in Jesus sinners have from God full forgiveness of all sins. Jesus
suffered and died in the place of sinners to gain total forgiveness for all their sins. He rose
from death as the proof that God truly does forgive sinners. All who trust in him have pardon, peace and eternal life—free gifts from God! They do not fear perishing in hell. Jesus
has promised (John 3:16), “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” No tragedy can take away
from us the gifts Jesus has freely given.
Serving Jesus and you,
Pastor Brett Brauer
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Women in Service
Trinity Women In Service met in the Conference
Room on Thursday, December 14, 2017, for their
regular business meeting. 8 ladies were present plus
Pastor Brauer. We enjoyed welcoming Kim Turney to
our group and pray she’ll continue to join us. Hostess
was Ione Staude.

Women in
and carried to give Trinity
teachers and pastors a Christmas gift of $20.00 each.

Service

We were reminded that if anyone has yard signs
regarding holiday services at our four WELS churches
to put them out, replacing the Live Nativity ones.

Pastor Brauer opened the meeting with the tradiCheer Bags for our shut-ins will be filled on Montional reading of the Christmas story (King James ver- day. They can always use homemade cookies.
sion) by all the ladies. It brought up many memories
The subject of visiting our shut-ins was brought up
of Christmases past.
and how much the visits are appreciated. Kim Turney
The business meeting was opened by President
will be heading a committee to look into setting this
Ann Marcks. The minutes for November were in the for the coming year.
December newsletter and were approved as printed.
There being no more business, the meeting adThe treasurer’s report for December was approved
journed
with the Lord’s Prayer. The next regular
with a Women In Service balance of $902.70 plus a
W.I.S. meeting will be held on Thursday, January 11
Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) balat 1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room. Hostess will be
ance of $42.00. The basket collection today was for
Clare Schmidt.
the general treasury.
The ladies then adjourned to the Fireside Room
Correspondence: A thank you note was read from
Missionary Caleb Free (Lakewood Ranch, Florida) for and enjoyed the music of four lady instrumentalists
from Luther Preparatory School. They all joined us
the gift. Available were letters from the Lutheran
Homes Association, Calvary Academy, and the Prison after the program for dessert and cocoa and fellowship.
Ministries.
Old Business: Phyllis reported that the new coffee
urn had been in use and is working.

Respectfully submitted,
Phyllis Kaesermann, Secretary

The Watertown WELS Live Nativity was held in St.
Luke’s parking lot on December 1 and 2 and approximately 1500 people attended it. Thank you to all who
helped with this in any way.
New Business: The motion was made, seconded

First Love a t Christmas
goods, purchasing gifts or helping on the committee I
am so grateful to you. Thank you for sharing the
This does not seem like gratitude enough for the
blessings that God has given you with others who
blessings you helped share with those in need for this needed a little help to make their Christmas a happier
Christmas. We helped about 15 family units with
one. Your friend in Christ, Michele Maas
food, paper goods and/or gifts this Christmas. Everyone was so thankful for everything that Trinity shared
with them. Many families belonged to our Trinity
family but some did not, and we were able to share
God’s wonderful message with at least one of those
families. So if you helped in any way with sharing
God’s message, prayers, contributions, household

THANK YOU!
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Rock River Area Owls

Our OWLS chapter will have its January 16, 2018 third Tuesday) gathering at St Paul Lutheran Church near
Ixonia starting at 1:30 PM. Rev. James Buske from Milwaukee will tell us about The Lighthouse Youth Ministry and how it reaches the city's youth with the message of Christ. Ladies of St Paul's will serve refreshments. Pastor Joel Free came to serve the congregation last August after the retirement of longtime Pastor
Ewerdt. Go about two miles west of Ixonia on State Hwy 16 and then north on County SC until you see the
church and school located at W1955 Gopher Hill Road. Annual memberships are due again in January for our
national Organization of WELS Seniors (OWLS), providing meaningful activity for people retired and/or 50
years and older. Here is a wonderful opportunity for us seniors to grow spiritually and enjoy the fellowship of
neighboring WELS and ELS members. Bring a friend with you. All are welcome.

Usher and Greeter Schedules
These schedules are now available. You may find your copy on the ushers’ table in the narthex.
Thank you for your service to Christ and to Trinity!

Visitation Committee
Would you be interested in visiting some of our members who are not able to come for worship? The
pastors visit these members regularly, but additional visits are always appreciated. If you wish to find
out more or make your interest known, you may speak with either of the pastors.

Financial Sta tus
Thanks be to God for the gifts given for the work of the church!

In order to give a clearer picture of our financial status we will be reporting the weekly and
monthly totals of offerings for the unified budget.
Weekly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $14,031
Monthly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $60,801
Offerings received the week of November 5
Offerings received the week of November 12
Offerings received the week of November 19
Offerings received the week of November 26

$ 9,640
$ 8,754
$12,441
$13,676

Offerings received through electronic giving for November
Total Offerings received in the month of July for support of the ministry plan

$ 5,798
$50,309

Treasurer’s Repor t
As of the end of November, total operating income was $242,436 or 33% of the annual budget. Total expenses are $285,029 or 39% of the annual budget. Revenue and expenses are both expected to be at 42%
after three months. The income is behind for the year of $42,559 for the amount of expenditures.
As of the end of November, current assets totaled $76,010, comprised of $25,344 in checking, $50,616 in the
money market account. The Thrivent mortgage balance decreased to $319,701, while member loans are at
$365,859.
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Proverbs 11:25 – “A generous person will prosper;
whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”
Dear Friends in Christ,
It is the season of the church year when we are refreshed by the message of Christ’s birth. God refreshes our
souls as He tells us that the baby who was born in Bethlehem and placed in a manger is Jesus, the Savior of all.
That child is Immanuel, God who became one of us to keep God’s law for us and suffer and die to pay for our
sins. As we are refreshed, so we want to refresh others with that same good news, the Gospel.
Our Watertown Recreation and Outreach Center (ROC) for Youth is a place where many teens are refreshed.
Some may think THE ROC refreshes teens because of the great place the youth center is to hang out with friends
and enjoy all the recreational activities. However, first and foremost, THE ROC refreshes the teens as it is built
on Christ and His Word is taught and applied.
During this time of year, especially, so much money is spent on what lasts only a little while, some of which doesn’t matter or make a difference. THE ROC Youth Center however is, by God’s grace, making a major difference in
the lives of so many teens. Many of the teens talk about how they would be lost and probably lost forever if it
weren’t for God’s grace through THE ROC.
God says in Proverbs 11:25 – “A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”
Thank you so much for all you have given over the past fourteen years to fund THE ROC. Your generosity has refreshed many. We pray you are refreshed and you realize your prosperity as you have touched the lives of so
many teens with your giving.
During the last few years, however, overall gifts to THE ROC have dramatically decreased to the point where we
feel we need to make an appeal, asking you to remember THE ROC in your giving. Your gift to THE ROC can be
sent directly to THE ROC at 213 N. Third Street, Watertown, WI 53094, or given through your church. Thank you
so much as you help share Christ with the many unchurched teens at our ROC Youth Center.
May God’s unlimited generosity in Christ move us to be generous to Him and others.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mueller and THE ROC Board

Gifts for Trinity Students
The Trinity Trusts and Estates disbursed several gifts from the Trinity trust fund this past fall. Two students from the Seminary received $700 each. Two students from Martin Luther College received $700
each. Six students from Luther Preparatory School received $300 each. Two students from Lakeside
Lutheran High School received $300 each. Ten students from Trinity-St. Luke’s Lutheran School received $250 each. A total of $7700 was disbursed.

Membership Activity
Anthony Albertin – transfer to Risen Savior Lutheran Church, Navarre, Florida
Baptized into the name of the triune God:
Mikayla Caves (son of Tim and Jennifer)
Kaleb O’Marrah (son of Patrick and Jessica)
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Wo m e n i n Se r v i c e A n n i ve rs a r y N o te s
In December 2017 the Trinity Ladies’ Aid/Trinity Women In Service celebrated the 100th anniversary of their organization. Articles containing Minutes and some of Pastor Stern’s notes from the first year are presented
monthly in the Parish Caller.
[from Pastor Stern’s personal notebook]
Jan. 10, 1918
Met at old St. Mark’s Church.
1. Opening services beginning in the name of Triune G.
2. Confession of faith by all present.
3. Scripture lesson.
4. Prayer.
5. Read ‘Luthers Family’ from book ‘400 Yrs.’ Page 13.
Business Session
1. Allowed purchase made by sec. & treas.
2. Noted that officers to hold office for yr.--Jan. To Jan.
3. Decided to have meeting hereafter at homes of the various ‘attending’ members.
4. Next time the Aid wants to sew for Feeble Minded Home. Pastor in inquire about material to be sewed of
Supt.
5. Aid meets at home of Mrs. Grant next time. Mrss. Guenterberg & Pagel assist in serving.
Adjournment with Lords Prayer.
New ones present Mesdames Sauer, Young, Pagel. Those of last time except Mesdames Stern, Schlueter.
Minutes of The Second Meeting
Watertown, Wis. Jan. 10, 1918
The second meeting of the Ladies Aid of Trinity Church took place Jan. 10 -- 1918 at the old church building of
St. Mark’s Church. It was opened by a prayer by Rev. F. E. Stern and the creed repeated by all present.
The Rev. Stern read an article in regard to Luther’s Life which was very entertainiing.
Then the business was taken up. A motion was carried that henceforth the meeting of the Aid is to be held in
the homes of the members, until other suitable arrangements can be made.
The next meeting is to be held at the home of Mrs. Magnus Grant on Feb. 14. Serving committee: Mrs. M.
Grant, Mrs. R. Guenterberg and Mrs. Herbert Pagel.

A bill of $2.95 for coffee boiler and other articles was allowed.
It was decided to do mending next meeting for the children at the Home of Feeble-minded.
Coffee was then served and everyone enjoyed a hot cup as it was a severe day.
The meeting closed with a prayer by the Pastor. Mrs. H. A. Frank Sec."
OFFICERS -- 1918 (Chairman -- Pastor F. E. Stern) Secretary -- Mrs. H. A. Frank
Treasurer -- Mrs. W. Gorder

Trinity/St. Luke’s School News
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December, 2017
Planning for 2017-2018
The midpoint of the current school year is reached on Thursday, January 19, with the completion of the second quarter. Even
though there is still half of a school year remaining it also means that planning begins in earnest for the next school year. This year
there are a number of initiatives and proposals that are already under consideration.
School Choice
With the approval of entrance into the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP) by our supporting congregations, the principal
has been pursuing the requirements necessary for TSL to enter the program. The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI)
requires the local school administrator of the program to be educated. This is done on–line, and through quizzes at the end of each
module proficiency in understanding the different aspects of the program must be exhibited. The principal is also in the process of
completing the many forms required for entrance by the January 10 deadline.
A letter was sent to all parents of students in our current 4K and 5K programs concerning participation in the choice programs because our main entry points in the 2018-2019 school year will be grades 5K and grade 1. This letter was also sent to all eight grade
parents because of the opportunities Luther Preparatory School and Lakeside Lutheran High School offer with their participation in
the WPCP.
On-line registration for participation by students in the WPCP opens February 1. We would encourage consideration of using the
WPCP for our Trinity and St. Luke’s families whose children are currently attending public school and cannot send their children to
TSL due to finances. Mr. Moeller is available to answer questions about the program to any and all who need more information or
have questions. Please watch the church bulletins or call either school office for updated news.
Early Childhood Education
The Growth Committee recommended two growth opportunities be pursued as it concluded its study last year. One recommendation was to investigate the school choice option. The other recommendation was to look into expanding the early childhood education program.
After surveying the congregations, reviewing a Percept study that told us of needs in the 53094 and 53098 zip code areas, and
much discussion the recommendations are completed and have been forwarded by the Joint Board to the church councils of our
supporting congregations. They are summarized as follows:
Beginning with the 2018-2019 school years the 3K and 4K classes will be combined to create a multi-age ECE group. The students in this multi-age group would be divided into two classrooms.
With the combining of ECE students into one multi-age group TSL would plan for 10-14 ECE students per classroom under one
teacher per classroom. An ECE aide would serve as aide to both classrooms. The daily program would run from 8:00 11:00 a.m. each day school is in session.
Upon approval of this plan the supporting congregations would need to call two ECE teachers for the classrooms. The Joint
Board will determine which congregation/s should complete the calling process.
One teacher would be a half-time teacher (half-day) to replace Mrs. Maria Ewings whose current call to St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church to serve at TSL will expire on June 30, 2018.
The other teacher would be a full-time call. This position would serve as teacher for one the ECE classrooms. She would also
be called to serve as the ECE Director. While a position description needs to be developed, her duties as ECE Director
could include:
 Oversight of all aspects of the ECE Program.
 As the lead teacher work with the other ECE teacher(s) to coordinate classroom work.
 Develop ECE curriculum and programming.
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 Coordinate ECE staff – aides, after-school care personnel, extended care personnel, before-school program, and others as the program(s) would grow.
 Plan and develop an age 0-2 program
 Plan and develop a summer care program.
 Work with prospective parents prior to their child’s preschool years on spiritual training and literacy
development.
 Plan for and provide parenting skills classes to parents in the ECE program.
Other possibilities abound!
Trinity congregation approved these recommendations at its December voters’ meeting. St. Luke’s continues to study and pray
about these proposed plans. As we approach the time of preschool and kindergarten registration we hope to be able to provide
prospective families of students at this age level timely information on the future plans of our early childhood ministry.
Work of the Salary Review Committee
A committee appointed by the church councils to assist the Joint Board in their work is the Salary Review Committee. The members of this committee are Myron Duin and Dan Meis from Trinity and Scott Buss and Jim Schildbach from St. Luke’s. This year, in
addition to making recommendations concerning salaries for the next fiscal year, the Joint Board has asked the committee to develop a plan to bring housing allowances up to the level of $10,000 per full-time teacher. Currently none of the teachers receive a
housing allowance. The Joint Board has recommended starting at $5,000 per full-time teacher at this time.
The Salary Review Committee has been meeting in December. A part of the process has been reviewing and learning more about
the revised WELS Compensation Guidelines adopted by the WELS in convention this summer. The committee has also worked
through a new WELS calculator for called workers which is a part of the guidelines. This calculator, found on the synod’s website,
makes salary preparation much easier.
At this time the committee has completed its work to the point of forwarding to the Joint Board figures and suggestions for their
input. The committee is moving cautiously in its work because of the possible financial impact on the congregational budgets.
In Summary
A lot of people are working in many areas as we look at the future of TSL. We thank these individuals for their work. Please join us
as we pray for the Lord’s continued guidance and blessing in these important areas.
Student Teachers
TSL is again participating in the student teaching program of Martin Luther College (MLC). Beginning January 11 we will have two
student teachers working at our campuses.
Mr. Jared Matthies will work with Mr. Joshua VonDeylen, an LPS graduate from Friendswood, Texas, in his seventh and eighth
grade classroom. Mrs. Laura Schultz will work with Sarah Kell from Zumbrota, MN. Both student teachers will also be supervised by
Prof. Scott Schmudlach of the Education Division of Martin Luther College. We thank Bob and Ruth Huebner from St. Luke’s for
hosting Mr. VonDeylen and Gary and Carole Muir from Trinity for hosting Miss Kell.
As you have opportunity, please meet and greet Miss Kell and Mr. VonDeylen and remember them in your prayers as they complete this very important step to full-time service in the Lord’s Church.
Thank You!
We thank all of our congregational members and school families for their support of TSL. Not only are we supported financially,
but we know many remember the school, its students, and the faculty and staff in their daily prayers. Thank you! We pray for all of
our members and friends a healthy and prosperous new year!
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