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 When the day of  Pentecost came, they were all to-
gether in one place…Those who accepted his message were 

baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 
number that day. (Acts 2:1, 41)  

 

The name Pentecost means fiftieth.  It was the ancient Jewish holiday that occurred fifty 

days after Passover.  It was a harvest festival.  It concluded with the harvest of the crops.  

This festival went by other names according to the Old Testament.  It was called, “The Feast 

of Weeks.”  From Passover to Pentecost there were seven weeks.  Another name was “The 

Feast of Harvest.”  And this festival always occurred on a Sunday.  It was one of three festi-

vals that Jewish men  were required to  come to the temple in Jerusalem.  It was the first 

harvest festival after Jesus had risen from the dead when God sent his Spirit to the believers 

in Christ.  And with the coming of the Holy Spirit the New Testament Church was born! 

The Church is simply the gathering of all those who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior 

from sin.  Although that seems simple, the Church is unlike any other gathering of people.  

God made it to be unique.  The Church is to be  different from all the rest of the world.  That 

is not so simple. 

The Church, including the local congregation- which is called “church” because members of 

the Church gather there, is different from other organizations.  The Church does not gather 

because they are friends, or because they enjoy the same activities and interests in this 

world.  They don’t always share the same background, or heritage, or race.  They are not of 

the same age or social status.  The Church  is diverse! 

The Church does not gather to make money.  In fact, congregations that do, tend to lose 

what makes them unique and Church-like.  Within the Church there is no, “What is in it for 

me?” attitude.  There is no “Do things my way, or get out of my way!” 

Why is the Church so different?  The difference is Christ.  The Church is people who gather 

around Christ in his Word and Sacraments.  And their love for Christ leads them to imitate 

him.  The imitation of Christ is what makes the Church different.  Like Christ, the Church is 

driven by love- for Jesus and for our fellow man.  It is ready to sacrifice for the benefit of oth-

ers.  It is ready to lose for the sake of others.  The Church is to be a witness of Christ in the 

World. 

That is why Pentecost is so important.  The gift of the Holy Spirit gathers the Church and em-

powers it to imitate Christ.  The Holy Spirit, through the Word of God, enters hearts of indi-

viduals, leads them to repent of their sin and trust in Christ for forgiveness.  Then the Spirit 

leads that new member of the Church to want to imitate Christ. 

No, we never quite do it perfectly, but the good news of Pentecost is that we have a Savior 

who lives to hear us confess our sins.  We have a Savior who lives to assure us with his body 

and blood that we are forgiven.  And we have a Savior who freely gives his Spirit who 

strengthens our love and urges us to never stop striving in our imitation. 

Serving Christ and you, 

Pastor Dustin Yahnke 
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Trinity Women in Service met in the conference room on 
Thursday, May 11, 2017, for their regular business  meet-
ing.  Eight ladies were present plus Pastor Brauer.  The 
hostess was Pat Zastrow.  

Pastor Brauer opened the meeting with prayer and then 
gave an interesting presentation about the ELCA 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church of America), which was the 
merge of three Evangelical Lutheran churches in 1988.  
(The three largest church bodies in the United States are 
the ELCA, the Missouri Synod, and the Wisconsin Synod.)  
Unfortunately, the ELCA has wandered quite a bit from 
being a Bible-based church and has become more of a so-
cial church, dealing more with the present day culture.  
We pray for them to search the Scriptures for their an-
swers. 

The business meeting was opened by President Kathy 
Strucely.  The minutes for April were in the May newslet-
ter and were approved as printed with one addition: the 
officers had met and decided to send $40.00 gift cards to 
five service persons and two seminarians for Easter.  The 
treasurer’s report for April was approved with a Women in 
Service balance of $1,238.41 plus $68.24 held for LWMS. 
The basket collection today was for the W.I.S. General 
Treasury. 

Correspondence: A  letter was read from the Alpha Life 
Resource Center regarding a gift basket for their annual 
Silent Auction.  The motion was made, seconded and 
passed to send them a donation of $50.00 which they 

could perhaps use to make a bas-
ket for the auction.  A newsletter 
from Calvary Academy was also 
available. 

Old Business: The ladies voted for their choice for the na-
tional LWMS (Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society) 
world and home mission projects for the next year, which 
will be sent to National for the June 2017 convention. 

New Business: The annual June luncheon will be held at 
Two Sisters Restaurant on June 8.  Women and friends of 
the congregation should meet there at 12:30 pm.  It was 
decided to again invite the two pastors and their families 
and our teachers at Trinity-St. Luke’s as our guests. Look 
for a signup sheet in the Fireside Room. 

Motion was made, seconded and carried to donate $50.00 
each to the Trinity Centennial Fund for Pakistan and the 
Church’s Debt Retirement Fund. 

It was noted that Audrey Zautner had made six aprons to 
be used in the kitchen for anyone preparing food for fu-
nerals, potlucks, etc.  We appreciate this donation! 

There being no more business, the meeting adjourned 
with the Lord’s Prayer.  The next regular W.I.S. meeting 
will be held on Thursday, September 14, at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Conference Room.  The hostess will be Audrey Zaut-
ner. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Phyllis Kaesermann, Secretary   

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24-27) This passage is at 
the heart of our ROC Youth Center.  What a blessing it is 
for us to help the many teens who attend THE ROC, most 
of whom are unchurched, learn from their Savior’s Word 
and how to put it into practice.  May Christ be in their 
hearts always. 

Please attend the ROC Youth Center Golf Outing on Sun-
day, June 11, 2017, golf at 3 pm, eat at 7 pm at Water-
town Country Club – You can “Golf & Eat” ($60) or just 
come for the dinner ($25) and great ROC presenta-
tion.  Sign a golf team up or reserve your dinner as soon as 
possible.  You are also invited to help by donating an auc-
tion item or sponsoring a hole.  Maybe you also know 
someone who can donate an auction item.  Pass the word 
– For registration and other info. call Don at 920-261-1319 
or e-mail at debartz@charter.net 

THE ROC Rummage Sale dates are 7/20,21 and 22.  Dona-
tion drop off will be 7/16 from 12-5 and 7/17 and 18 from 
8-5.  There will be no receiving on Wednesday 7/19.  Some 
of the donated items will again be set aside for pricing or 
sold on EBay.  Watch your bulletins for further informa-
tion.  Any questions, please call Ruth (920-261-6772), Pam 
(261-9674) or Joyce (253-6788).  Thank you for your gen-
erous support. 
FUTURE ROC EVENTS:  Please volunteer to help.  Thanks! 

Saturday, June 3, serving 10-5 - Brat Fry at Pick 'N Save 

Sunday, June 11, 3:00 (Golf) and 7:00 (Buffet) - ROC Golf 
Outing  

Thursday-Saturday, July 20, 21, 22 - ROC Rummage Sale 

Saturday, August 26, 2017, serving 10-3 - Glenn's Brat 
Stand 

Women in  

Service 

Pebbles from  the ROC 

http://us.mc817.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=debartz@charter.net
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Financial Sta tus 
Thanks be to God for the gifts given for the work of the church! 

 In order to give a clearer picture of our financial status we will be reporting the weekly and 

monthly totals of offerings for the unified budget.   

Weekly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $13,750 

Monthly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $59,584 

 Offerings received the week of April 2       $  11,745.70  

 Offerings received the week of April 9       $  25,802.50 

 Offerings received the week of April 16       $  18,917.50  

 Offerings received the week of April 23       $    8,817.75  

 Offerings received the week of April 30       $  10,125.00 

 Offerings received through Simply Giving in April     $    6,479.93 

 Offerings received through Thrivent       $       170.00 

Total Offerings received in the month of February for support of the ministry plan                     $  82,058.38 

 

Year to date 100th Anniversary Debt Reduction—$ 43,996 

Year to date 100th Anniversary Pakistan Sunday School Fund—$ 9,602 

Teen’s Corner  
Trinity Teen Bible Study had concluded for the summer.  We consistently had five students, 
but it has also had as many at fourteen. Our last Bible study was called "Debunking Evolu-
tion."  It was a great opportunity to encourage our teens in their faith, especially with a 
doctrine that is under such attack in our society.   

Eleven young people were confirmed on April 30, and all eleven were in attendance the 
next week for first communion. What a blessing!   

On June 21, Trinity Teens will participate in the area wide Teen Trip to Six Flags.   

Treasurer’s Repor t  
As of the end of April, total operating income was $578,705 or 81% of the annual budget.  Total expenses were 

$586,060 or 82% of the annual budget.  Revenue and expenses are both expected to be 83% after ten months.  The 

income is behind for the year of $7,355 for the amount of expenditures. 

As of the end of April, current assets (cash and stocks) totaled $109,106, comprised of $58,617 in checking, $50,498 in 

the money market account.  The Thrivent mortgage balance decreased to $395,551, while member loans have de-

creased to $365,859. 

A Look Ahead 
The summer months are just around the corner.  Vacations and summer activities will add to all our schedules.  Don’t 
let the schedule crowd out worship of your Savior.  We need the assurance of our Savior’s love and forgiveness year 
round.  If you can’t come to church here at Trinity, find another WELS congregation to attend at www.wels.net. 

Remember your offerings for the Lord’s work at Trinity too.  Our expenses don’t go away just because we travel away 
to enjoy the summer.  Even expenses for Trinity-St. Luke’s School don’t stop when the students are on vacation.  
Teacher salaries need to be paid.  As we head into summer our offerings are $7355 behind expenses.  This is just a re-
minder to continue to bring your offerings to the Lord for our work at Trinity during the summer.  And, if you can, we 
hope you can find a little extra to help us catch up with our expenses. 
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Remembering those fallen asleep in Jesus  

 

William Saniter (Brother of Charlotte Holt) 

 Herman and Pat Zastrow  

 Doris Baumann  

 

Eugene Zautner 

 Joe and Amy Deer—(Family Assis

 tance Fund) 

 Women in Service 

 Herman and Pat Zastrow—(100th 

 Anniversary Debt Retirement) 

 Joyce Danaher  

 Lefty and Elda Zuleger  

 Tom and Su Lindloff  

 Chris Bowen  

 Wanda Otto  

 Betty Schimming  

 Charles and Lois Bartz  

 Gerald and Audrey Else  

 Robert and Marianne Hafenstein  

 Stan and Mary Weinrich  

 Bob and Cheri Gutzdorf  

 Lee Gallert 

 Robert and Sheryl Gruennert  

 Don and Sandra Messerschmidt 

 Ken and Dolly Wetzel  

 Ruth Lichka  

 Dale Blanke  

 Pastor and Lisa Brauer  

 Mary / Brenda Bockhorst  

 Dianna Staude  

 Al and Dolly Grunewald  

 Jerry and Donna Zautner  

 Ann and Russ Marcks  

 Herb and Ione Staude  

 Daryl and Karen Herritz  

 Kay Burbach  

 Dawn and Julie Kulke  

 Jean and Gary Sterwald  

 Hene and Pat Cowen  

 Tom and Mary Schultz  

 Rod and Darlene Berth  

 Myron and Mary  

 Heidi Rothschadt  

 Delores Zautner  

 Earl Roberts  

 Dick and Joyce Zautner  

 David and Bonnie Kohnke  

 Judy Quam  

 Jack and Sue Gutzdorf  

 Kevin Behm/donna Roehl  

 Jack Nass  

 Sandy Kastens  

 Lois Harke  

 Eileen Gutzdorf  

 Ron and Linda Hertig  

 Terry and Beth Lundstem  

 Nancy Bissett  

 Deb Kutz  

 Ron and Polly Porter  

 Doris Baumann  

 Ron and Phyllis Kaesermann  

 Dale and Debbie Gallert  

 Rita Schulte  

 Larry and Lucy Ellenberger  

 Bill and Pam Feutz  

 Edie Schwoch  

 Bob and Linda Schooltes  

 Tom and Hope Gutzdorf  

 Don and Kris Hale  

 Bob and Inez- Schmidt  

 John and Sandy Braun  

 Roger Herbert  

 Jane Toebe  

 Vic and Tom Herschi  

 Joseph and Dorothy Cuccia  

 Bruce and Lynn Wilson  

 Dan and Callie Meis  

 Ruby Kraus  

 Dale Meyer  

  Donald Kornacki  

 Ken and Sue Taylor  

 Dan and Jean Zautner  

 Pete and Lyn Westermeyer  

 Wethonkitha Club Ladies  

   Auxiliary  

 Ken and Ann Liscka  

 Elgardie Fuchs  

 Dorothy Grunlker  

June Craft Group Project  
 

Join us on Monday, June 19 from 6-8 pm and learn easy origami tech-

niques.  You will be able to make an origami box and flower.  All sup-

plies will be provided.  

SonWest Roundup 
 

Mark your calendars all you cowboys and cowgirls! The SonWest Roundup 

Vacation Bible School will be held from July 31 through August 4 from  

9 until noon for children ages 3 through six grade. Join us for Bible stories, 

songs, crafts, games, and snacks. 
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Centennial Of fering 
 
 

You only have a little less than two months left to show your thankfulness for 100 years of blessings to Trinity.  As of 
the end of April, we have collected $9,537 for the WELS Pakistan Sunday School Ministry (which is 80% of our $12,350 
goal).  For the same time period, we have collected $43,234 for Trinity debt reduction (which is 49% of our $87,650 
goal). 

 

The Board of Stewardship will be working to increase its efforts to strengthen the appeal to meet the offering goal set 
at the beginning of our centennial celebration.  This means more efforts to keep the offering information up to date as 
everyone has a chance to examine their hearts for their own thankfulness for Jesus’ grace to Trinity.  If you have al-
ready given, thank you for what you have done.  Is there more you can do to help?  If you have not given to this special 
offering, can you examine your hearts to either reconsider making a gift?  Or if you have been meaning to give but just 
haven’t, could you make it more of a priority to do it now before the end of our appeal on June 30? 

 

To meet our goal, we need $2,813 for the WELS Pakistan Sunday School Ministry and $44,416 for debt reduction.  We 
have come a long way.  Our board is confident that our congregation can meet this $100,000 goal with prayer and 
thanksgiving for the blessings God has given to Trinity in the 100 years of its existence.  If you need additional enve-
lopes, you will find them near the easels in the bell tower area. 

 

You can also still text your contributions using the “Text to Give” service.  To give to the Pakistan Sunday School Minis-
try use the code “PakSS” and for the debt retirement use the code “Anniv”.  As always, any gift given to Trinity is so 
greatly appreciated and helps to fulfill God’s mission of spreading his Gospel of forgiveness and peace through Jesus to 
all the world. 

Clearance Sale! !  
 

There are still Centennial items available to purchase.  Ornaments, travel mugs have all been reduced in price.  Cook-

books are still available for $15.00.  The items are on sale in the Fireside Room.  Make checks payable to “Anniversary 

Committee”.  These items make great gifts – at a great price!! 

Videotaped Church Services  
The Sunday services are now being shown on Watertown 

TV, cable channel 985, Wednesdays 9 am and 4 pm and 

again on Sunday at 11 am. Services are also uploaded to 

the church website by Tuesday. 

Prayer Partners "And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 

this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all 

the saints" (Ephesians 6:18).  

 Pray for the need of others. 

 Praise God for  the wonderful things he does. 

 To join send, an email to sstrucely@gmail.com or 

call the church office. Prayer requests will be sent 

to you via email or by phone call. 

 To request a prayer, contact Pastor Brauer. 

Sit-Craft-Chat 
Craft Group  

Third Monday of each month 

6-8 pm 

Fireside Room  

Contact person: Tina Krueger (261-3562) 
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“He really has an attitude!” 

Attitude is often descriptive of negative 
or disagreeable people. “Attitude” exists 
for different reasons. It may be teenage 
rebellion. It might be passive-aggressive 
behavior in the workplace. It could even 
be someone’s despondency in life. 

Regardless of cause, this type of attitude counters that of our 

Savior’s. Paul wrote, “In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus” [Philippians 2:5]. 
(Some Bible translations use attitude for mindset.) 

Christ’s attitude is perfect. He thought it nothing to be “in 

very nature God” [Ephesians 2:6]. Yet, he set aside his godli-

ness to be “made in human likeness” [Ephesians 2:7]. Then, 

he “humbled himself...to death...on a cross” [Ephesians 2:8]. 

Christ’s attitude is more than a goal for Christians. It should be 

our lifestyle! When we emulate Christ’s attitude in word, 

thought, and action, we do so joyfully thanking the One who 

gave himself as “the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and...also 

for the sins of the whole world” [1 John 2:2]. 

Christians should have an attitude. First, it should be a confi-
dent attitude believing that our Savior won full and free for-
giveness for us sinners. Secondly, it should be a trusting atti-
tude knowing of Jesus’ personal love for us. Finally, it should 
be a responding attitude seeking ways to serve God and oth-
ers in Christlike humility. 

When seen this way, it’s not wrong for Christians to have an 

“attitude.” 

 Jim Grasby is principal of Lakeside Lutheran.  
 Reach him at 920.648.2321 x2204 

 or jgrasby@llhs.org 

 

5 questions GC faculty 

 
“Five Questions with the Faculty” is a light-hearted look at the 
teaching staff at Lakeside Lutheran High School. This edition fea-
tures Mr. Todd Hackbarth, who joined the faculty in 1997. He 
teaches Algebra 2, Precalc, Calc, and Videography—and has also 
taught Old Testament. He coaches basketball and the math team, 
and is in charge of making videos for the school. Here are some 
other things you may—or may not—know about Todd Hackbarth: 
 
He and wife Donna are members at St. Paul, Lake Mills, and all 
five children have attended LL—Hannah (‘10), Sarah (‘12), 
Moriah (‘14), Abby (‘17) and Seth (‘19). 

 
 
 
What is your favorite thing to do on a Saturday? 
I like hiking with the family at state parks and looking for the 
perfect (camera) shot. 
 
When you’re at your fave restaurant, where are you & what do 
you order? 
By far, my favorite restaurant in the world is Organ Piper Pizza on 
Hwy 100. The deluxe pizza is amazing, but the organists taking 
requests are unbelievable. I request John Williams songs. 
 
What is your favorite movie or book of all time? 
No doubt. Star Wars (the original) for the best movie of all time. 
It is part of the reason I have a passion for videography. Secular 
book? Where the Red Fern Grows. 
  
What’s one of your most humorous moments at LLHS? 
There are so many! This is why I love teaching high school. Things 
happen every day. Jordan, an excellent and fun-loving student, 
was constantly asking for extra-credit calendars that have 30 
challenging math problems. One Friday I made calendars, but 
Jordan was not in class. 

The next Tuesday was April Fool’s Day, so we pranked him: a 
student asked, “Mr. Hackbarth, aren’t we going to correct the 
calendars today?” I said, “Oh yeah, that’s right. Please exchange 
the calendars to correct.” Jordan is beside himself. I tell him, 
“It’s all right. I will give you one after class. Just don’t memorize 
the answers as we correct.” Normally, the answers are way too 
complex to memorize, so I started to read, “Number 1 is 1. 
Number 2 is 2.” Jordan blurts out, “How am I not supposed to 
memorize these answers!” Finding out all the questions went 
like this, Jordan couldn’t believe he missed out on 30 extra 
points! When I asked him what day it was, he thought for a 
second and said, “April 1st.” After another second, he yelled, 
“Nooooo!” and went running out of the room...ask me if you’d 
like the rest of the story! 

What’s one of the most heartwarming moments of your time at 

LLHS? 

I could fill a book with these as well. This one describes the char-
acter of our students. In my early years of football coaching, we 
would have a timed mile run on the first day of practice. One 
year a young man was struggling, still finishing his third of four 
laps. All the other players were bent over from exhaustion. One 
ran back to the track and jogged the last lap, encouraging the 
other not to give up. The next day was even better. At the end of 
practice, the players had 

to run seven 40-yard dashes, followed by a sprint up the hill. As 
the team finished, one player still had one more set. The same 
boy runs over to the struggling player despite being exhausted. 
This time, the entire team followed. 

June 2017 

a publication of Lakeside Lutheran High 

FED eration 
CONnection 

mailto:jgrasby@llhs.org
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events to note  
Your LLHS summer office hours Through June 9: 8 AM–3 PM 

June 12–23: 9 AM–1 PM 

June 26–July 7: closed July 10–28: 9 AM–1 PM 

July 31 forward: 8 AM–4 PM 

June 6–9 ...................................................... Warrior Band Camp 

June 9..........................................Brillion Electric Parade | 9 PM 

June 10 .................................Appleton Flag Day Parade | 2 PM 

June 13-16.........................Grade school Girls Basketball Camp 

June 13–15 .................................................State FFA Convention 

June 19-22.........................Grade school Boys Basketball Camp 

June 24 ....Lake Mills Town & Country Days Parade | 10:30 AM  

June 25  ..................SummerFest Parade | Oregon | 12:30 PM 

June 26-29.............................Co-ed Grade School Soccer Camp 

June 30 .................Warrior Band leaves on 5-day St. Louis tour 

July 7....Warrior Booster Golf Outing (11 AM) & Dinner (5 PM) 

July 10–13 .................................... Grade School Distance 
Running Camp | 8–10:30 AM 

July 17–20 ................Grade School Volleyball & Football Camps 

July 24–27 .............................Grade School STEM (Science/

Tech/Eng/Math) Camp  

Aug 2 & Aug 8..................... LLHS Registration Nights | 5–8 PM 

 

student news E notes: 
Another school year wraps up on high notes... 

We hosted 276 young mathletes at the end of April for 
our annual LES Math Meet. Well done to the 57 teams 

from 15 schools who participated! 

Our Warrior musicians made a strong showing at the 
State Solo & Ensemble Festival on April 29 in Whitewa-
ter. Of the 15 entries, 9 scored a first! Congratulations 

to the Warrior Percussion Ensemble, Swing Choir, Alyson 
Steffan (vocal solo), Ashley Fritz (sax solo), Sophia 
Collins (marimba solo), Cara McElroy (flute solo), Maria 

Werre (2 vocal solos), Violet Dumke & Riley Schulz 
(piano duet), Fai Haw (French horn solo) and Tina Kehl 
& Jamee Wohling (piano duet). In addition, Maria was 

nominated by her judge as an exemplary vocal soloist! 

Our cast and crew produced the comedic stage play Is 

there a Doctor in the House? on April 28-29. We needed a 
doctor because our sides hurt from laughing! 

For the 16th year in a row, your Lakeside girls track 
team won the Capitol North Conference Champion-
ship! The boys’ team joined them at the top of the 
Capitol North. It was even more of a record-breaking 

year, too, as senior Danielle Schilling broke the school 
record in pole vault, clearing 11’3’’. 

On May 3, Warrior FFA members assisted 800 4th grad-

ers & adults at the Kutz Dairy in Jefferson. They worked 

with several other FFA chapters on this 1,800-acre dairy 
(that milks 1,900 jerseys) for this joint FFA/Farm Bureau 

event. 

Seniors traveled to Madison for Pastor Davisson’s annual 

religion field trip to the UW campus, Wisconsin Lutheran 
Chapel and State Street. They conducted interviews and 

enjoyed some beautiful spring weather, and witnessed 

about Jesus to people they met. 

Senior Kaity Birkholz was selected by the Wisconsin Fast-
pitch Softball Coaches Association to be on the All-Star 

Team for Division 2/3. 

Teens for Christ collected materials to fill “Bedtime 

Bags” for Milwaukee Rescue Mission. Students brought 
pillowcases filled with a book related to a Bible story, 

toothbrush, toothpaste, and a stuffed animal. Milwau-
kee Rescue Mission serves those who are homeless, hun-
gry or poor. The project was led by Emma Statz and our 
student teacher, Miss Annalies Brander, delivered the 

gifts. 

For this year’s May Banquet and Dance on May 6, twelve 
seniors were voted 2017 court royalty: Keyera Giese and 

Austin Schultz, Hailey Stade and Justin Rue (voted queen 

& king), Kaitlyn Birkholz and Joshua Higgins, Audra 

Tuescher and Brady Jensen, Tina Kehl and Matthew 

Fisher, Madeline McKenna and Jacob Meyer. 

Mr. Kirk DeNoyer and Mr. Stephen Lauber celebrate 
their 25 years in the public ministry on Sunday, May 21 

during Lakeside Sunday at St. Paul, Lake Mills, and after 

the Commencement Concert that night, Lakeside hosts 
a reception for Mrs. Gayle Bauer, who is retiring after 

18 years of service at LLHS. 

On May 28, your LLHS graduates 93 seniors, sending 86 

to further education, five to the military and two into 
the workforce. God bless the class of 2017! 
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TSL Budget for FY2017-2018 
 

Both congregations will be asked to adopt as a part of the 
congregational budgets the TSL budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year. The proposed TSL budget has been adopted by 
the Joint Board and forwarded to the church councils of 
each of our supporting congregations. That budget has 
been incorporated into the overall proposed budgets for 
each congregation. 
 
This is a budget that has been much discussed and ana-
lyzed by a number of different groups. The May congrega-
tional newsletters had two pages of information explain-
ing the budget and the need for the expenditures and re-
ceipts included in the budget. It is always challenging to 
work on a budget in February and March of one year that 
will not reach its end after adoption until sixteen months 
later. However, prudent and wise stewardship requires we 
do so. 
 
As in years past we have tried to make the school’s budg-
etary impact as small as possible. A summary of the 
budget, as well as a budget commentary which details all 
aspects of the proposed budget, are available from the 
principal. 
 
Regarding teachers’ salaries this year the TSL Salary Re-
view Committee recommended that we continue all of our 
teachers’ salaries at Column A of the WELS Compensation 
Guidelines. Again, as last year, there is no recommenda-
tion on housing allowance. 
 
TSL will continue to make every attempt to be faithful 
stewards of the financial gifts that are used to operate the 
school and received through the congregations and the 
anticipated income of fees and tuitions. We thank Trinity 
and St. Luke’s congregations for their financial support of 
our school. May the Lord bless our efforts! 
 

Should TSL be a Part of the WPCP? 
 

As a result of three study committees that were formed 
about a year ago to look at different aspects of TSL and its 
work, one of the recommendations from the Growth Com-
mittee was to investigate the possibility of TSL becoming a 
part of the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP). 
The Joint Board has researched and discussed the matter; 
a recommendation was forwarded to the church councils 
who are encouraging that we proceed with presenting 

information to the congregations. Pages detailing some of 
the history on what has been done to this point as well as 
pros and cons on the matter are included in this newslet-
ter. The goal is to provide further information through 
meetings about the beginning of the upcoming school year 
with a final decision coming from each congregation 
through its voters’ assembly by December. Questions and 
comments on the topic are welcomed by the principal and 
members of the Joint Board. 
 
 

Early Childhood Ministry 
 

Another recommendation from the Growth Committee is 
that expansion of our early childhood program be consid-
ered. A committee has been formed of the principal, Mrs. 
Hayes (3K and 4K), Mrs. Wegner (5K), Pastor Dustin Yah-
nke, Rich Parkhurst (St. Luke’s) and Steve Strucely (Trinity). 
They are currently looking at and discussing a number of 
different points and options. The committee hopes soon 
to have a simple survey in place as we seek further direc-
tion in the way we should go. There are some real possi-
bilities in ECM. Please watch for further updates in the 
next months. 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Changes 
 

The conclusion of the current school year marks the retire-
ment of Mrs. Marilyn Ehlke from the teaching ministry. 
Upon graduation from Dr. Marin Luther College in 1972 
she taught second and third grade at David’s Star Lutheran 
Church and School in Jackson through 1977. Following 
marriage she taught third and fourth grade for one year at 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran School in Janesville in the 1978-
1979 school year. During the years of raising the four 
Ehlke children she did substitute teaching at a number of 
our WELS schools in Janesville, Beloit, and Watertown.  
Beginning in 1995 Mrs. Ehlke was hired to teach part-time 
here at TSL and in 1998 formally received a call to serve as 
a full-time teacher. Over the years she has taught second 
third, or fourth grades, and at times two of these grades 
as a combination room.  Mrs. Ehlke has a passion for 
teaching children and their parents God’s word. We’ll miss 
the spark she provided in any number of areas. We pray 
the Lord’s blessings on her retirement! 

Trinity—St. Luke’s School 
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Replacing Mrs. Ehlke will be Mrs. Alissa Schroeder who 
was called by St. Luke’s congregation. Currently Mrs. 
Schroeder is teaching at St. John’s here in Watertown and 
is looking forward to teaching our second grade students 
with Mrs. Schumacher. Mrs. Schroeder is a 2005 graduate 
of Martin Luther College. In her ministry she has taught at 
Michigan Lutheran Seminary as well as serving as a 3K 
teacher at Bethany Lutheran Church in Saginaw and at St. 
Marcus Lutheran School in Milwaukee. She is married to 
Pastor Mark Schroeder who serves as professor at Luther 
Preparatory School. They are the parents of Lydia, Elijah, 
and Mya who attend TSL. We pray the Lord will bless her 
work in our school! 
 
Mrs. Lisa Mensching has served as the ECE aide working 
with Mrs. Hayes in 3K and 4K for the past six years. Mrs. 
Mensching has accepted a call to serve at Luther Prepara-
tory School teaching algebra and pre-algebra. We pray the 
Lord’s blessings as she transitions from working with pre-
school students to high school students. 
 
Mrs. Pat Parpart has worked in our after-school care pro-
gram for the past two years. She is leaving after the end of 
the school year in preparation for knee replacement sur-
gery she will be undergoing in the next year. We pray the 
Good Physician will guide and keep her in the surgery and 
recovery. 
 
On May 13 the Conference of Presidents assigned Mrs. 
Morgan Beyer permanently to teach at TSL. We look for-
ward to her continued work and service. 
 
While these are the changes for the upcoming school year 
even before we end the current school year, we are again 
reminded that the Lord controls and guides all things. He 
always provides! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of the Year Events 
 

 On May 24 both preschool classes will hold their clos-
ing program at the Western Avenue campus gymnasium at 
6:00 p.m. The highlight of the evening will be their presen-
tation of “The Three Piggy Opera.” 

 On Ascension Day, Thursday – May 25, the children in 
5K through grade eight will participate in their congrega-
tion’s Ascension Day service reminding us of the Lord’s 
commission to preach the Gospel. 

 On May 30, the kindergarten class will hold their 
graduation at the Western Avenue campus gymnasium at 
6:30 p.m. Eighteen students will be honored as they com-
plete their kindergarten year. 

 On May 31 we will conduct our twenty-ninth annual 
Relay Day at Clark Park. 

 On June 1 we will conclude another school year. 

 On June 2 graduation will be held for this year’s eighth 
grade class at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. At 
this time eleven students will be attending Lakeside Lu-
theran High School (five from Trinity and six from St. 
Luke’s). Nine students will attend Luther Preparatory 
School (four from Trinity and five from St. Luke’s). Five 
students will attend Watertown High School (one student 
from Trinity and four students from St. Luke’s). One stu-
dent will be attending Lake Mills High School (one from 
Trinity). May The Lord bless them all as they start this next 
stage of their education. 
In the days after the conclusion of the school year the fac-
ulty will hold meetings, conference with the principal 
about their teacher assessment forms for the WELS Com-
mission on Lutheran Schools, and begin cleaning rooms 
and storage areas in anticipation of the 2017-2018 school 
year. 

 

Thank You! 
 

As we conclude another school year we thank the mem-
bers of both Trinity and St. Luke’s for keeping their school 
and its workers in their prayers. We thank you for your 
financial gifts given out of love for Jesus that enable us to 
provide the physical needs of our school. We thank you for 
the words of comfort and support. We pray the Lord’s 
continued blessings as we work to make every thought 
captive to Jesus! 
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Should TSL Par ticipate in the Wisconsin Parental Choice 
Program (WPCP)? 

 
 
In the summer of 2016 three study committees began their work of looking at and discussing three areas of the minis-
try of Trinity-St. Luke’s Lutheran School (TSL). The three areas reviewed were staffing, campus/building use, and 
growth opportunities. The committee looking at growth opportunities has recommended that TSL investigate becom-
ing a part of the WPCP. 
 
The TSL Joint Board has done further research and held additional discussion on the issue. The information gathered 
was then passed along to the church councils of our supporting congregations. A summary of the information is being 
shared with the congregations through the spring voters’ meetings and the church newsletters. 
 
At this time our supporting congregations are not asked to make a decision on this matter. This short paper will detail 
some of the pros and cons of having TSL participate in the WPCP. Additional meetings for our congregational members 
will be held allowing them to ask questions and share their thoughts and concerns as we approach the new school 
year. Our supporting congregations will need to decide the issue in the fall of 2017. If approved by both congregations 
TSL will need to begin filing the appropriate paperwork with the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) in 
mid-December. 
 

What is the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program? 
 
The WPCP is designed to give parents more control over their child’s education and to allow parents to pursue the 
most appropriate learning environments for their children. In the program parents receive a voucher from the state of 
Wisconsin that pays the cost of education at participating private and religious schools. The program is limited to fami-
lies with adjusted gross incomes at or below 185% of the federal poverty level. In the upcoming 2017-2018 school year 
participation is limited to 2% of eligible residents residing in a school district. In the Watertown Unified School District 
that means 78 students in 2017-2018. In the years to come the limit increases an additional 1% each year until 10% is 
reached.  
 

What would be the Positives of TSL Participating in the WPCP? 
 

Participation in the WPCP is an opportunity to share the Gospel. 
For Trinity and St. Luke’s families who have not been able to send their students to TSL due to family financial con-

straints, participation in the WPCP removes this obstacle.  
The school determines the number of students and grades into which students can enroll. 
We have a number of the policies and guidelines required by the WPCP already in place.  
Schools participating in the WPCP retain the right to determine their own curriculum. A school is not required to 

include concepts, topics, or practices in conflict with its religious doctrines. 
Enrolled choice students are bound by school policies and procedures including suspensions and expulsion. 
If a participating school admits a special needs school choice student the school is only required to offer those ser-

vices that it can provide with minor adjustments. 
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What would be the Negatives of TSL Participating in the WPCP? 

 
Some additional polices/procedures will need to be drafted and adopted to meet WPCP requirements. 
Parents of choice students can choose to opt their children out of formal religious instruction and worship. 
There are financial requirements that are the responsibility of the participating school. See the financial section 

below. 
There are estimated time requirements necessary for the program to operate efficiently. See the time section be-

low. 
Per DPI requirements it would be necessary to move our financial accounting system from a cash basis to an ac-

crual basis.  
While parents of students in the WPCP whom we may consider non-members can be encouraged and invited to 

attend a Bible information class, participation cannot be mandated.  
 

Financial Information 
 Expenses 
 

Participating schools must pay a $600.00 annual registration fee to the DPI. 
An annual audit performed by DPI approved auditors will run from $13,000 - $15,000 annually. 
Participating schools must have an approved student information system (SIS) in place. TSL currently  
does this through FastDirect which is an expense of $2,000-$2,500/year. 

 
Current Voucher Rates for 2017-2018 

The voucher amount for students in 5K through grade 8 for the 2016-2017 school year is $7,323.00  
 

Estimated Time Commitment Information  
 

About 90 hours per year for budget and audit preparation. 
About 60 hours per year for student application review and paperwork. 

 
***  

Please watch for further information on the informational meetings in a few months. In the meantime, should you 
have any questions, please contact Mr. Moeller, TSL principal. 
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Pastor Brett Brauer 

trinitypastor@charter.net 

CELL: 920-915-9070 

HOME: 920-261-1599 

 

Summer Schedule 

 
Sunday Worship Services 

8 & 9:30 am 

Wednesday Worship Service 

6:30 pm 

 

Pastor Dustin Yahnke 

pastoryahkne@hotmail.com 

CELL: 414-614-0077 

 


