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Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha). (John 19:7) 
 
Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would 
come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” (Mark 8:34) 
 
We think a lot about “the cross” during the season of Lent.  We even put up an extra cross 
with purple fabric draped over it in our chancel during Lent.  When we see it, we think 
about all that Jesus suffered and how he died to save us from our sins. 
 
During Lent it is also fitting for us to think about our own crosses.  The Christ was not the 
only one to carry a cross.  Christians do too!  The cross Christians carry is the pain and 
struggle we face as a direct result of our faith.  So often that pain comes because following 
Christ means denying ourselves and living the God wants.  
 
Sometimes people will “give up” something during Lent.  They give up chocolate or soda, 
for example.  This practice is not commanded nor is it forbidden.  No one is better or 
worse for doing it or not doing it.  However, if this custom is meant to make Lent feel a 
little more painful, as it was for Jesus, we don’t need to give up any creature comforts to 
do that!  All we need to do it deny our own sinful desires and instead live for Christ and 
then we will feel the pain of the cross!   
 
We feel the pain of the Christian’s cross when our sinful flesh wants only to meet our own 
needs and follow our own schedules, but instead, out of love for Christ we provide for the 
needs of our spouse and children, and sometimes without any thanks!  The pain we feel of 
being overworked and underappreciated is a cross we carry.  If we weren’t Christians, we 
would avoid that pain.  We feel the pain of the cross when the sinful flesh wants to do as 
little as possible at work and still get paid, but out of love for Christ, we work diligently, 
and sometimes without fair compensation and supportive boss.  That pain is a cross we 
carry.  We feel the pain of the cross when our sinful flesh wants to fight back and get re-
venge, but out of love for Christ we take the rejection and mockery that comes from oth-
ers as we try to share our faith with them.  The pain of rejection is a cross we carry for 
Christ.  Serving our families to the best of our abilities, working hard for our employers, 
and speaking about our Savior are all things that, if we do them, will certainly lead us to 
feel the pain of the cross, because to do them means that we have to deny ourselves and 
follow Christ—who also carried a cross.  
 
During the season of Lent we focus on all the Christ suffered.  We try to see it all: the be-
trayal, the physical abuse, the spiritual torment.  We focus on it, not because we like vio-
lence or enjoying seeing others suffering, but because that is what Christ did to save us.  
What he suffered is a beautiful display of his love for us.  During Lent, let’s also focus on 
carrying our own crosses.  Let us deny ourselves and live for Christ, knowing that it will 
hurt, but knowing that Christ sees every bit of pain as a beautiful display of our love for 
him. 
 
Serving Christ and you, 
 
Pastor Dustin Yahnke 
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Trinity Women in Service met in the Conference 
Room on Thursday, January 11, 2018, for their regular 
business meeting. 13 ladies and Ken Knauth were 
present plus Pastor Yahnke. We enjoyed welcoming 
Sandy Braun and Helen Radtke and pray that they’ll 
continue to join us. Hostess was Kim Turney. 

    Pastor Yahnke opened the meeting with prayer and 
a picture presentation about his recent trip to Egypt. 
He said the tour group was well taken care of and 
very safe. He took us along the Nile River from Luxor 
in the south to Cairo in the north. He gave us the 
dates of many artifacts and associated them with 
dates in Bible events.  

    The business meeting was opened by President 
Ann Marcks. The minutes for January were in the 
February newsletter and were approved as printed. 
The treasurer’s report for January was approved with 
a Women in Service balance of $823.25 plus a Lu-
theran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) balance 
of $198.14. The basket collection today was for the 
general treasury. Next month the offering will be for 
the L.W.M.S. 

    Correspondence: A thank you note was read from 

Pastor Brauer and family for 
the Christmas gift. 

    Old Business: The treasurer’s 
books were audited by Ione Staude and Audrey Zaut-
ner and found in order. 

    Phyllis reported that the new coffee urn still is leak-
ing. Nancy Zastrow is working on this. 

    We were reminded that the W.I.S. will be serving 
bakery in the Fireside Room after the early service on 
Sunday, March 4.  

    New Business: The W.I.S. decided to serve a mid-
week Lenten meal on March 7 with pulled pork sand-
wiches. A sign-up sheet was sent around for salads 
and desserts (cookies or brownies). 

    There being no more business, the meeting ad-
journed with the Lord’s Prayer. The next regular 
W.I.S. meeting will be held on Thursday, March 8, at 
1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room. Hostess will be 
Pat Zastrow.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Phyllis Kaesermann, Secretary  

Women in  

Service 

Trinity will host our next Blood Center of Wisconsin blood drive Thursday, March 22 from 1:00-6:00pm. 
This is the blood bank that supplies our local hospital as well as over 50 hospitals in Wisconsin including 
all of southeastern Wisconsin. Each day they need to collect 800 units of blood in order to maintain their 
supply. Some patients have used more than 100 units! Your one unit donation could save three lives.  
 

Please consider donating. Walk-ins are welcome or you can make an appointment by signing up in the 

Fireside Room or visit bcw.edu/trinity. 

  

We are also in need of volunteers to help with the drive. If you are able help or have any questions please 

call Becky Knauth at 920-262-0647. 

  

Be a Hero  
Blood Drive 

Thursday , March 22 
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Financial Sta tus 
Thanks be to God for the gifts given for the work of the church! 

In order to give a clearer picture of our financial status we will be reporting the weekly and 

monthly totals of offerings for the unified budget.   

Weekly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $14,031 

Monthly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $60,801 

 Offerings received the week of January 7                   $   9,959.00 

 Offerings received the week of January 14                      $   9,220.00 

 Offerings received the week of January 21                       $   9,803.00 

 Offerings received the week of January 28                   $   8,597.00 

 Offerings received through electronic giving for January     $   4,828.00  

Total Offerings received in the month of January for support of the ministry plan                     $42,407.00 

Treasurer’s Repor t  
As of the end of January, total operating income was $358,052 or 49% of the annual budget.  Total expenses 

are $405,134 or 56% of the annual budget.  Revenue and expenses are both expected to be at 58% after 

seven months.  The income is behind for the year of $47,082 for the amount of expenditures. 

We borrowed $45,000 from the money market to pay down mortgage.  As of the end of January, current as-

sets totaled $11,628, comprised of $5,452 in checking, $5,983 in the money market account.  The Thrivent 

mortgage balance decreased to $299,246, while member loans are at $365,859. The 100th Anniversary Drive 

brought in $107,433. 

The next meeting of our OWLS chapter will be on the 
third Tuesday, March 20 at 1:30 pm, gathering 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church of Johnson Creek 
(Farmington), where the congregation is served by 
Pastor Paul Burk. We thank the Immanuel ladies for 
the refreshments. The topic is:  "Chaplain for Dodge 
County Sheriff," presented by Timothy Bauer who, as 
a retired WELS pastor, is still serving in this un-

usual and interesting capacity. Come and enjoy spiri-
tual growth and the fellowship of neighboring WELS 
and ELS members. The Organization of WELS Seniors 
(OWLS) provides meaningful activity for those who 
are retired and/or 50 years and older. Immanuel is 
located just two miles east off Hwy 26 from Johnson 
Creek at W4095 County Rd B. Bring a friend!  

Rock River Area Owls 

 Membership Activity 
 

Nancy Albertin—transfer to Divine Savior Lutheran Church, Shawano, Wisconsin 
Ken and Sue Taylor—transfer to St. Paul Lutheran Church, Lake Mills, Wisconsin 

Oakley Nissen—baptized January 20 
Zachary Baumgarten—baptized February 21 

Christian Funerals: 
Joyce Nielsen—January 31 
Liane Porzky—February 10 
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Trinity Teens, there is a sign up sheet in the Fireside room  for the 2018 WELS Inter-
national Youth Rally.  The rally is at the University of Bowling Green in Ohio from 
June 26-19.  You can find out more information about the rally at 
wels.net/2018youthrally, or look it up on Facebook.  The sign up sheet is meant to 
help me plan.  I would like to arrange transportation and provide some financial as-
sistance to those who wish to attend.  I will be able to provide solid information 
once I gather a firm list of those who would like to attend.  Please sign up soon. 
Another event to put on your calendars far in advance is working at Glenn’s Brat Haus.  This single event is a 
great way to raise funds for teen events like the International Youth Rally, and other outings as well. This 
year we have been given July 6 as our date to work at the Brat Haus. While it may be less than ideal for those 
who like to travel over the holiday, it could prove to be a very good opportunity for our teen group.  How-
ever, I would like to start gathering a committed staff already.  A signed contract needs to be returned by 
March 28, 2018.  I would like to have a working crew arranged before I sign and return the contract.  This 
event is certainly open to the teens, their families, or any other adult at Trinity that would like to help sup-
port the Trinity teen group.  Please speak with Pastor Yahnke if you are willing to help. 

Teen Corner   

PEBBLES FROM THE ROC        
A lesson about living the love of Christ:  Recently, on Saturday, February 10th, Todd Morris, an adult vol-
unteer at THE ROC Youth Center, dressed up as a "homeless man" and hung around outside the youth 
center.  The "homeless man" carried a milk crate which contained "all he owned" and was also used as his 
seat.  None of the teens recognized Todd but instead thought he was a real homeless man living on the 
street.  The "homeless man" also carried a sign, "Will work for food".  The hope was to get the teens in 
THE ROC talking about what to do about the man outside.  We were happy to see how the hearts of the 
teens felt for the man and were trying to figure out how to help him and remain safe at the same 
time.  When Todd finally revealed himself during our Bible/Talk Time, you could see every teen reviewing 
all the feelings they had when they thought he was really a homeless man.  The teens learned to avoid a 
cold heart but also learned how to reach out and show love to people, remaining safe at the same 
time.  We are sure many of the teens were responding to God's love in Christ, which they have heard 
constantly at THE ROC.   

     Put it on your calendar:  The ROC Golf Outing will be held on Sunday, June 24, 2018, 3:00 (Golf) & 7:00 
(Buffet).  In order to offset the rising costs, the menu has been changed to a cookout buffet of burgers, 
brats, pork loin, baked beans, homemade macaroni and cheese, roasted corn on the cob, coleslaw, po-
tato salad, pub chips and assorted cookies and brownies. 

Grief Support Group 
 

Several years ago Trinity had a group for widows and widowers to encourage and support each other 
with God’s Word and our Christian fellowship.  Upon the request of some members, we have started 
up this group again.  The meets the third Tuesday of the month at 7 pm (meeting at church).  Members 
whose spouse or other loved one has entered eternal life with Christ are invited to come. 

Call Meeting 
 

Our congregation will hold a call meeting on Sunday, March 4, to issue a call for the half-time pre-
school teaching position at Trinity-St. Luke’s Lutheran  School.  The meeting will begin immediately af-
ter the second service. 
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TRINITY LADIES’ AID/ TRINITY WOMEN IN SERVICE 
* * 100 YEARS AGO * * 

In December 2017 the Trinity Ladies’ Aid/Trinity Women In Service celebrated the 100th anniversary of their 
organization. Articles containing minutes and some of Pastor Stern’s notes from the first year are presented 
monthly in the Parish Caller. We thank the Triune God for His guidance these 100 years, leading the ladies of 
Trinity congregation to be of service to Him and to our church. 

 

"Fourth Meeting of Ladies Aid Fourth meeting of our Ladies Aid took place at the home of Mrs. Reuteler in the 
month of March - 2nd Thursday. As the weather was bad, there was not such a good turn out.  

The Ladies made six bath robes at this meeting for the Red Cross. 

The meeting was opened by confessing our faith and a scripture lesson from our Lord’s passion. 

For further entertainment the pastor read a story entitled The Easter Bonnet. Rev. Stern then left but returned 
before the meeting closed. 

Mrs. W. Gorder & Mrs. Sauer made the calls for this month & Mrs. Stern & Mrs. G. Vick were appointed to do 
the calling for next month. The Ladies to serve at the next meeting (April) are Mrs. F. Schlueter, Mrs. O. 
Winkenwerder, Mrs. G. Vick, at the home of Mrs. Schlueter. It was decided that the Ladies that serve donate 
the coffee, thereby swelling our coffee fund. 

A motion was carried in regard to buying flowers for Palm Sunday, the amount to be $1.50, and each one 
hoping there would be some flower donations for Easter Sunday. 

Coffee was then served and the ladies found to their surprise that it was time to leave, & after the Lord’s 
Prayer left hoping all to be present at the next meeting. 

Before leaving the ladies stated they all wished to see our secretary (who is ill) back to resume her duties next 
month. 

Mrs. Ed Reutler, 

Sec. pro tem. 

[from Pastor Stern’s personal notebook--Mar.14--add:] 

...home of Mrs. Ed Reuteler, 205 Western Ave. 

...read story from Mrs. Sangster’s book, My Garden of Hearts, entitled Pamela’s Easter Bonnet. 

...6 wardrobes for Red Cross were sewed again. But women [a...] work as hard this time as last time. 

...present were 12 

Remembering those fallen asleep in Jesus  

Joyce Nielson 

 Betty Schimming 

 Pamela Spranger 

 WIS 

 Herman and Pat Zastrow 

Liane Porzky 

 George and Kay McMaster 

Fred Busler 

 Darlene Hill 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Matt. 5:4 
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Updates on Everything that is Happening 

 

The spring of the school year is always a hectic time at TSL, and this year is no different. While we begin the 

normal planning for the 2018-2019 school year in February, there other items that are making the planning 

busier than normal. Here are a few updates on what is taking place: 

 

 The ECE Registration and Open House is scheduled for Thursday evening, March 1, from 5:30 – 7:00 

p.m. at the Western Avenue campus. This is an ideal time for member families and their children as 

well as families from the community to come and see our building, meet the teachers, and share in 

some play activities. Please share this information about the event and about our school to those you 

know. Our best promotion method has been W.O.M.P. – word of mouth promotion. Many times as 

the principal has met with prospective families he will ask how they became interested in TSL. Consis-

tently the response has been a contact with a TSL family or a member of our supporting congrega-

tions.  Thank you for talking about our school in this way! Keep it up! 

 

 The recommendations of the Early Childhood Ministry (ECM) Committee have been approved and 

acted upon by Trinity congregation. These recommendations have been approved by St. Luke’s 

Church Council and will next move to the voters of St. Luke’s. The recommendations call for adding a 

full-time ECM Director to our school. The duties of this director would include teaching a multi-age 3K 

and 4K room in the mornings with afternoon hours dedicated to planning curriculum as well as the 

plans necessary to expand the program. TSL would also retain the half-time position currently filled 

by Mrs. Maria Ewings. Our goal is to have two multi-age classrooms with early childhood ministry op-

tions available to families five days a week.  

 

 To that end the Joint Board has decided that Trinity congregation should call for the half-time posi-

tion. That call meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 4, after the second service at Trinity. St. 

Luke’s congregation will call for the position of the ECM Director. That call meeting will take place on 

Sunday, March 11, after their second service about 11:45 a.m. We thank Western Wisconsin District 

President Michael Jensen and Mrs. Cindi Holman, the WELS National Coordinator for Early Childhood 

Education, for their assistance in preparing the call lists. We pray the guidance of the Holy Spirit as He 

directs the congregations to the individuals whom He has in mind.  

 

 The months of February and March are the time when the initial draft of the proposed fiscal year 

budget for the next school year is developed. The budget will be reviewed by the Joint Board at their 

March meeting. It is then forwarded to the church councils for their input and suggestions. This input 

then goes back to the Joint Board to be considered at their April meeting. This next draft is further 

reviewed by the church councils later in April. The Joint Board will adopt a final budget in early May 

with St. Luke’s congregation meeting on the budget in mid-May and Trinity congregation in early 

June.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity/St. Luke’s School News  



 

 

 This year’s proposed budget takes into consideration the revised WELS Compensation Guidelines 

(2017) and use of the WELS Called Worker Compensation Calculator. Both the guidelines and the cal-

culator have made salary determination much easier. The Joint Board has adopted a plan that would 

introduce a housing allowance figure for each called worker ($5,000 for a full-time worker and $2500 

for a half-time worker.) The housing allowance amount would the increase $1,000/year until the year 

2024 when the housing allowance will be reevaluated. Along with the addition of a full-time ECM di-

rector and other school needs, there is much to consider in the proposed budget. 

 

 TSL’s faculty and students would invite you to our TSL Art Walk and Talk which will be held on Thurs-

day evening, March 15, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. at the Clark Street campus. All students in 3K through 

grade eight will have art work on display. Upper grade students will be there to talk about their art 

projects, a silent auction will be held of collaborative art projects (one from each classroom), and re-

freshments will be served. We hope to see you there that night.  

 

 Much conversation in the Watertown community has taken place on the YMCA’s interest in the West-

ern Avenue campus. Unfortunately, not all of the conversation has been accurate, and some misinfor-

mation is floating about. At the time of this writing no proposal has been received by the Joint Board 

from the YMCA. The YMCA continues to do their due diligence as they research what may need to be 

done with remodeling in the building as well as a host of other questions and considerations. The 

Joint Board will keep you posted on any developments as they arise.  At this time no decisions have 

been made.  

 

 Students are beginning to prepare for Lakeside Lutheran High School’s annual Fine Arts Fair. The indi-

vidual and group judging will take place on Saturday, April 14, for pianists; vocal soloists and ensem-

bles; band solos, duets, and ensembles; and each school’s band and Junior Choir. The bands and 

choirs will then perform at one of two concerts on Sunday, April 15. Which schools will perform in 

which concert is yet to be determined.  

 

 The open registration period is now available for families who may be interested in the Wisconsin Pa-

rental Choice Program (WPCP) at TSL. For our member families whose children currently attend TSL 

the entrance grades are 5K and grade 1. For families who children are not attending TSL, whether 

congregational members or from the community, the open registration will allow them to register for 

any grade from 5K through grade 8. Notification is being at TSL received of registrations. The principal 

next needs to verify the applications and meet with the families to check residency and income re-

quirements. Please contact Mr. Moeller if you have any questions. Information can also be found at 

dpi.wi.gov/choice.  

 

 Finally, and perhaps the biggest news of all from the students’ viewpoint, TSL’s spring break will be 
held the week of March 19-23. 
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Trinity’s History 
Installment #23 

 
 

The next three installments in the ongoing presentation of Trinity’s history will explore how the beautiful stained glass 
windows came to be installed in the church. 

 
New Windows for the New Church 

 
It started out as a small notation in the financial secretary’s report that was given to Trinity’s church council on Novem-
ber 10, 1958. James A. Wade was the congregational secretary at the time, and he recorded in the minutes on page 15 
of the volume that “a balance of $27.00 for the windows in the church fund” had been donated.  A motion was then 
made, seconded, and carried to adopt the entire report. 
 
It was the first time a “church window fund’ is mentioned in the minutes of either the church council or the voters’ 
meetings. From those few words started a project and a process that would consume the congregation for the next 
four years. 
 
When the new Trinity church was built it was necessary to do without several items at the time of dedication. Stained 
glass art windows were one of those items that were delayed until a later time. The stone gothic window frames of the 
church were filled with an opaque, whitish glass. It allowed a good amount of light to enter the sanctuary; however, no 
one could see out, and no one could see in. 
 
Slowly the Window Fund began to grow. The minutes indicate that just three months later in early 1959 the fund had 
grown to $105.00. By early July the fund stood at $244.00. The church council minutes of January 12, 1960, give the 
balance of the Church Window Fund as $473.50. 
 
It was at this meeting that Pastor Timmel made a suggestion. The minutes record: 
 

Pastor Timmel suggested that a committee be appointed to study the window situation in the church. A motion 
was made, seconded, and carried to recommend to the congregation that they appoint a committee to make 
this study and come up with a recommendation. 

 
At the voters’ meeting held the next evening there were many items as evidenced by 4-1/2 pages of handwritten pro-
ceedings included in the volume of minutes. The recommendation on the art glass windows, as they are described in 
the minutes, was passed with the understanding that the council would appoint the committee. The council did as di-
rected because at the council meeting of February 9, 1960, the minutes record: 
 

Also a window committee was appointed. The members are as follows: Erv Bilse (chairman), Wm. Schumann 
with these two to pick a third member and to work with Pastor Timmel. A motion was made, seconded, and 
was carried to approve the proposed committee.  
 

 The same meeting recorded that the Window Fund balance stood at $525.50. 
 
For unknown reasons the third member of the Window Committee was never appointed. This did not deter Mr. Bilse 
and Mr. Schumann with Pastor Timmel’s guidance from moving ahead. It was reported by mid-summer of 1960 that 
two firms had been contacted on the proposed church windows. One of the firms had started working on a layout. At 
the quarterly meeting on October 12 Mr. Bilse reported that he had obtained a layout and estimated price estimate 
from a firm in Milwaukee, but he was also awaiting bids from other firms before the committee could give its recom-
mendation. 
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At the annual meeting of January 11, 1961, Mr. Bilse informed the voters that 
 

The committee has several plans and specifications from different firms, but that the plans are not completed 
because a docile [sic] curtain has not been included as yet so the committee will not make complete report until 
the entire plans are completed. 

 
The curtain to which reference was made was the dossal curtain. At that time in Trinity’s history the large crucifix that 
now graces the wall behind the altar was not in place. Rather a heavy dark green curtain stretched from the bottom of 
what became the Trinity window above the altar down behind the altar. A cross was in place on the altar. Members 
who remember that time have remarked that the color of the dossal curtain clashed with the green marble of the al-
tar. The colors clashed because at the time the new church building was constructed the color of the curtain had been 
determined by Pastor Timmel who was color blind.  
 
Fourteen months passed until the Window Committee was next mentioned in the church council minutes of April 4, 
1962. By this time the Window Fund had grown to $2,209.00. Work had progressed because the window installation 
was underway, and Mr. Bilse could report that the balance of the stained glass installation was to be completed the 
following week. The next sentence in the minutes tells that discussion followed on the dedication of the windows. Al-
ready in February the council had discussed and approved a motion to allow the Milwaukee Lutheran Chorale to sing 
sometime in the spring for the dedication of the “Colored Windows.” Also discussed was a collection at the service of 
dedication of the windows; this motion was tabled. 
 
The next week at the quarterly voters’ meeting of April 10 discussion was held on the treatment of the chancel wall. 
The installation of the stained glass was to be completed the next week. The voters were assured that as soon as a de-
cision was reached by the Window Committee a special meeting of the congregation would be called. 
 
By May 9 the window installation was completed. The council meeting of that date set the dedication service of the 
windows for June 10, 1962, with one service at 9:00 a.m. Colored slides were to be made for an explanation of the 
symbolism of the windows. These would be presented at an evening meeting, the date of which would be announced 
later. At a later meeting the special slide presentation date was moved to the fall. It is not known if this special meeting 
eventually took place. 
 
It seems the matter of the chancel wall remained an open question at the time of the dedication of the windows. The 
quarterly meeting of July 11, 1962, simply states that a discussion on the crucifix for the chancel wall was held. 
 
No service folder for the dedication of the church windows seems to have survived the years. $10.00 was paid to for a 
dedication speaker for the service, but the name of the speaker is not known. Further information is found in Pastor 
Timmel’s Pastor’s Report in the 1962 annual report. 
 

The past year was marked for us by the installation and dedication of the last of the stained glass windows in 
our church. We can justly be proud of the workmanship exhibited in them by the craftsmen and the composi-
tion as it was worked out by the artists and our committee. Mr. William Schumann and Mr. Ervin Bilse gave 
much time and thought to this project and showed no little measure of good taste in making the selection. To 
introduce the windows more explicitly it is planned to arrange a series of sermons on the several installations. 

 
Never in the minutes is the fabricator of the windows mentioned. However, the annual report records the payment for 
the windows to the Conrad Schmitt Studios of Milwaukee. Still in business today, the Conrad Schmitt Studios are 
known for their creation and restoration of church art and is considered to be a national leader in the liturgical arts. 
The total amount collected for the windows by the end of calendar year was $10,786.17. Cost of the windows was 
$11,799.40 leaving a balance of $1,023.23 which was paid off by additional donations during 1963 and following years. 
 
To be continued… 
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 A biweekly and breaking e-newsletter from WELS 

 

TOGETHER 
 

February 20, 2018     

New WELS catechism and personal Bible study  
You may not be aware that our synod, as a part of our celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran 

Reformation, has recently produced a revision of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. The revision is not a revi-

sion of the chief parts of the catechism or Luther’s familiar answers to the question, “What does this mean?” 

What have been revised are the detailed questions and answers that expand on what Luther wrote. 

Luther often encouraged faithful Christians to study and review the catechism as a part of their daily devo-

tional lives. With that in mind, the newly revised WELS catechism is formatted in such a way to encourage our 

members to use the catechism on a daily basis, long after they have been confirmed. As in the previous version 

of the catechism, Scripture passages are included to provide the clear biblical basis for the doctrines we be-

lieve, and a continuing review of those teachings is always helpful in strengthening faith and increasing our 

knowledge of what the Bible teaches. 

But in addition to those passages, the new catechism has been designed to flow for a more natural read. Each 

section begins with an introduction and transitional thoughts and concludes with a “Connections” section that 

provides application and could also serve as the basis for personal or family devotions. The new catechism 

provides additional guidance through Bible history narratives. It also features illustrations, thought questions, 

and applications of biblical truths in a way that makes it a practical and easy-to-use tool for continuing study of 

God’s Word. 

The catechism is not just for kids. Consider getting a copy for your own devotional use. Copies are available 

for purchase from Northwestern Publishing House at nph.net/catechism. 

Serving in Christ, 

President Mark Schroeder  

New movie focuses on outreach  
Filming is complete for the movie To the Ends of the 

Earth, an upcoming outreach film that will follow the 

apostle Paul and his work in Philippi.  

This movie is the final installment in a series of four 

outreach movies that are a collaboration between 

WELS Commission on Evangelism, WELS Commis-

sion on Discipleship, Northwestern Publishing House, 

WELS Multi-Language Publications, and Boet-

tcher+Trinklein Television, Inc. “Our goal for this 

movie is to show in a dramatic way how the gospel is 

spread into the world following the command of Jesus 

and to show how it impacted people’s lives,” says 

Rev. Mike Hintz, who recently retired as director of 

WELS Evangelism but continues to serve as a mem-

ber of the movie production team. The film’s title is 

taken directly from Jesus’ command to his disciples at 

his Ascension: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusa-

lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth” (Acts 1:8).  

Filmed in Ouarzazate, Morocco, from Jan. 29–Feb. 3, 

the movie highlights four major events from the book 

of Acts—the conversion of Saul on the road to Da-

mascus, the conversion of Lydia, the casting out of a 

demon from the slave girl, and Paul and Silas in 

prison followed by the baptisms of the jailer and his 

household.  

The filming location, in a setting where many other 

Bible-era movies have been shot, allowed the produc-

tion team to make use of already available sets, beau-

tiful scenery, and local talent. The production team is 

the same crew that worked on the recent Luther film, 

A Return to Grace: Luther’s Life and Legacy. “Our 

goal was authenticity, and, honestly, I felt like I was 

back in that time,” says Hintz, who served as a con-

sultant on set. “The way the people looked and 

sounded, the scenery, the sets—I think people are go-

ing to feel like they’re in Philippi.”  
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Seminary students learn about WELS missions 

and ministry  
From Feb. 6–8, presenters with experience in mission 

work in North America and around the world spoke at 

Mission and Ministry, an annual three-day event at 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary,  

Mequon, Wis., to introduce seminary students to the 

worldwide work of WELS.  

Under the theme “Building on the Rock,” participants 

heard from world and home missionaries as well as 

congregational leaders. This provided future pastors a 

big-picture view of synod work. Because assignments, 

calls, and ministries will vary, three breakout sessions 

are offered each day, allowing students to learn more 

about areas of personal interest. Some of these topics 

included beginning a mission church, evangelism for 

the busy pastor, using teens in outreach, compassion 

ministry, getting involved in the community, Multi-

Language Publications, and an update on the new 

hymnal.  

In addition, more than 30 WELS areas of ministry and 

organizations set up display booths. This allowed stu-

dents the opportunity to learn more about what syn-

odical resources are available. “Mission and Ministry 

is important because it connects students training to be 

pastors with the work that is being done throughout 

their synod,” says senior Noah Willitz, one of the 

event organizers.  

Not only does Mission and Ministry help students 

learn more about their synod, the organizers learned 

personal lessons that will carry into their ministry. 

“Mission and Ministry is like a light at the end of the 

tunnel. It’s good to hear presentations and rub shoul-

ders with pastors doing some great evangelism,” says 

Thomas Gorzalski, another senior and organizer. “It is 

a good reminder that every church is a mission 

church. No matter where I am sent in a few months, I 

know evangelism will be a priority.”  

Seminary students are not the only ones who benefited 

from the event. On Feb. 6, the junior class of pastor-

track students at Martin Luther College, New Ulm, 

Minn., attended presentations, and the entire student 

body of Bethany Evangelical Theological Seminary of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) attended ses-

sions on Wednesday and Thursday. In all, almost 200 

students, professors, and guests participated.  

To sign up for the e-mail version, visit wels.net/together. 

The goal is to have the movie available by the end of 

summer 2018 in time for congregations initially to use 

the film and accompanying materials as an option for 

celebrating a synodwide Mission and Ministry Sunday 

on Oct. 21. Plans are to show a movie trailer at the 

district conventions in June.  

Hintz says the movie would not be possible except for 

funding help from Church Mutual Insurance Company 

Foundation; WELS Foundation’s Shared Blessings 

donor advised fund; Multi- Language Publications; 

and gifts from groups, congregations, and individuals.  

“It is our goal that this not only be a movie that will 

hold our attention but also move us with our hearts 

and minds to continue to follow the Lord’s will to take 

the gospel to the ends of the earth,” say Hintz.  

Trinity Lutheran Church Worship Schedule for Easter 

 Lenten Midweek……………………………….February 14 – March 21 (3:30 & 7 pm)  

 Palm Sunday……………………………………..March 25 

 Maundy Thursday………………………..…...March 29 – 3:30 & 7 pm 

 Good Friday ……………………………………...March 30 – 1 & 7 pm 

 Easter ………………………………………………..April 1 – 6:30 & 9:30 am 
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Pastor Brett Brauer 
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Pastor Dustin Yahnke 
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Sunday Worship Services 

8 & 10:30 am 

Bible Activity Hour & Bible Class 

9:15 am 

Wednesday Worship Service 

6:30 pm 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  


