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 Only Jesus Takes Away the Fear of  Death  
 

     A doctor in a Bible study once offered his observations on the predictability of death.  In 
his practice individuals with poor health had often survived severe medical setbacks.  He had 
also observed that some people in fine health would die suddenly.  While not advocating 
poor health practices, he humbly acknowledged that no one can predict how long they will 
live based on their current health.  Death may come at any time.  One of our Lutheran hymns 
(CW 210)  declares: “Who knows when death may overtake me!  How soon can life’s last 
hour appear!” 

 

     God does not let us know when we will die.  Yet in the Bible he says why every person 
dies.  “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).  Because the first humans sinned, and be-
cause each of us sins, every one of us will die, just as everyone in the past has died.  We sin-
ners deserve to die because our sins violate the commands which the holy God has put in 
place for us to obey.  We earn a wage for sinning, and that wage is death.  According to the 
Bible, death means more than our bodies simply ceasing to function.  The punishing wage 
every sinner deserves is the death of the soul—not a ceasing of existence, but living in hell 
away from God and his love.  This should cause great anxiety and fear for each of us—much 
more than the unknown fact of when we will die. 

 

     The hymn cited above ends with the refrain: “My God, for Jesus’ sake I pray, your peace 
may bless my dying day.”  The only way to meet the anxiety, fear and uncertainty of death is 
Jesus.  As God and a human, Jesus laid down his life on the cross in the place of every sinner.  
He suffered the unimaginable horror of hell which we sinners deserve.  “Christ was sacrificed 
once to take away the sins of many people” (Hebrews 9:28).  Forgiveness of all sins is found 
in Jesus, and in Jesus alone.  He came back to life to prove that he has conquered death on 
behalf of us mortal humans.  Because of Jesus, God gives the gift of eternal life.  “I am the 
resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me will live, even though he dies,” Jesus 
promises (John 11:25).  Every person who trusts in Jesus has every reason not to be afraid of 
death, even if it comes today.  Christ rules over death and shares his victory with all who 
trust in him.  After promising Martha that he gives eternal life to all who trust in him, Jesus 
then asked her, “Do you believe this?”  She answered, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God.”  It is my prayer that each of us always confesses such trust in Jesus.  
Let’s declare: “My God, for Jesus’ sake I pray, your peace may bless my dying day.” 

 

Serving Christ and you, 

 

Pastor Brett Brauer 
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 Trinity Women In Service met in the conference room on 
Thursday, April 6, 2017, for their regular business meeting. 
Nine ladies were present plus Mr. Moeller. The hostess 
was Kathy Strucely.  

Mr. Jim Moeller gave an interesting presentation about 
how the WELS Synodical Conference works. He outlined 
the setup of the Synod Administration plus the Conference 
of Presidents reminding us that the President and Vice 
Presidents are the only ones elected to positions; the oth-
ers are appointed. The budgets are always, of course, the 
most discussed issue, especially since they never know 
what the actual Congregational Mission Offerings (CMO) 
will be. He requested prayers especially for President 
Schroeder and all of the WELS administration. 

The business meeting was opened by President Kathy 
Strucely. The minutes for March were in the April newslet-
ter and were approved as printed. The treasurer’s report 
for March was approved with a Women In Service balance 
of $1,530.28 plus $68.24 held for LWMS. (The LWMS bal-
ance had not been sent to the Circuit Meeting in time and 
will be added to the fall offering.) The basket collection 
today was for the W.I.S. General Treasury. 

Thank you notes were read from the family of Steve 
Schultz for the memorial and for the food and serving at 
the funeral reception, a thank you from Trinity Church (for 
the Joyce Schumann memorial), and thank you notes from 
the Joyce Schumann family (with a generous donation for 
the WIS). A letter was available from the Prison Ministries. 
Copies of a poem "Just One Book" (the Bible), part of this 
letter written by a thankful prisoner, was given to all pre-
sent. 

Old Business: Communications 
were passed around regarding the 
upcoming Lutheran Women’s Mis-
sionary Society (LWMS) in June. We will need to vote for 
national officers and also for the proposed home and 
world projects. We are to read over especially the pro-
posed projects and be prepared to vote on them at our 
May meeting. A list/addresses of the three new missionar-
ies for the circuit are available from Kathy.  

The Women In Service poster looking for committee vol-
unteers went over well, as did the information by the 
other committees. More volunteers can always be used; 
contact the church office manager for any information. 

The forty eight trays to be used for serving at church din-
ners (funerals, Lenten meals, etc.) have arrived.  

The Easter program for children and adults, "Journey to 
the Cross", is moving along well. It will be held this Satur-
day in Trinity’s church basement.  

New Business: A defibrillator has been purchased for Trin-
ity Church and will be installed in the narthex. Ushers es-
pecially will be informed on how to use it. 

Brought up was the possibility of touring the Synod Ad-
ministration Building sometime. We might consider invit-
ing ladies from our other Watertown churches, also. 

There being no more business, the meeting adjourned 
with the Lord’s Prayer. The next regular W.I.S. meeting will 
be held on Thursday, May 11, at 1:00 pm in the confer-
ence room. The hostess will be Pat Zastrow. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Phyllis Kaesermann, Secretary  

Recently, at a Bible/Talk Time at THE ROC, a past ROC teen 
shared how his divorced parents were both alcoholics and 
deserted him and his four brothers often.  He actually had 
to register his brothers for school. This young man, who 
has now completed his service in the marines and has a 
good job, also shared with the present ROC teens how the 
family moved at least fifteen times to avoid creditors and 
more.  He told how THE ROC was there for him at his low-
est times and was so thankful for God’s Word as strength 
and comfort.  Some sadly, like the Pharisees, sinfully look 

down on such families.  What a blessing it is for us, at our 
ROC Youth Center, to mingle and eat with them and watch 
them thankfully and joyfully grow in Christ. 

FUTURE ROC EVENTS:  Please volunteer to help.  Thanks! 

Saturday, June 3, 2017, serving 10-5 - Brat Fry at Pick 'N 
Save 

Sunday, June 11, 2017 at 3 pm - ROC Golf Outing  

Thurs.-Sat., July 20, 21, 22, 2017 - ROC Rummage Sale 

Saturday, August 26, 2017, serving 10-3 - Glenn's Brat 

Women in  

Service 

Pebbles from  the ROC 
“While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with 

him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 

with tax collectors and sinners?” (Matthew 9:10-11)   
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Financial Sta tus 
 
Thanks be to God for the gifts given for the work of the church! 

 In order to give a clearer picture of our financial status we will be reporting the weekly and 

monthly totals of offerings for the unified budget.   

Weekly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $13,750 

Monthly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $59,584 

 Offerings received the week of March 5      $  14,287.84 

 Offerings received the week of March12      $    9,255.08 

 Offerings received the week of March19      $  13,069.02  

 Offerings received the week of March 26     $  13,095.02 

 Offerings received through Simply Giving in April    $    6,479.73 

 Offerings received through Thrivent      $        391.00  

Total Offerings received in the month of February for support of the ministry plan             $  56,577.69  

 

Year to date 100th Anniversary Debt Reduction—$ 41,029.00 

Year to date 100th Anniversary Pakistan Sunday School Fund—$ 7,211 

Teen’s Corner  
 

March was an active month for Trinity Teens. On March 19 we went to Escape in 

Time in Madison for a fellowship event. We beat the escape room with two minutes 

left of the clock! Afterwards we got a bite to eat at the mall and returned to Trinity. 

Eleven teens attended this event. On March 29 Trinity Teens hosted a Lenten meal 

(tacos). A number of parents came to supervise, and a good number of teens came 

to work and serve their congregation. I felt it was our best job yet at serving meals to the congregation. During March 

the Teen Bible class completed its study of the Lord’s Prayer. They also studied two lessons from the Everyday Bible 

Study series. The topics were friendship and purpose in life. We are currently three lessons into our six lesson series on 

debunking evolution. We have had a full teen room on Sunday!  

In April the teens had the opportunity to serve.  Several teens took part in the “Journey to the Cross” as tour guides, 

actors and assistants. The next week many teens helped served at Easter breakfast.   

 

Treasurer’s Repor t  
As of the end of March, total operating income was $496,758 or 69% of the annual budget. Total expenses are 

$530.031 or 74% of the annual budget. Revenue and expenses are both expected to be 75% after nine months.  The 

income is behind for the year of $33,273 for the amount of expenditures. 

As of the end of March, current (cash and stock ) totaled $78,280, comprised of $27,802 in checking, $50,498 in the 

money market account.  The Thrivent mortgage balance decreased to $399,185, while member loans have decreased 

to $365,829. 
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Centennial Of fering 
It is hard to believe we only have 2 months left to reach our goal to raise $100,000 in thankfulness to God for 100 years 
of blessings to Trinity.  About $12,000 of this amount is planned to go to the WELS Pakistan Sunday School Ministry 
and we have collected about 60% of this amount.  The remaining approximately $88,000 is planned to retire Trinity’s 
debt and we have collected about 47% of this amount.  The Board for Stewardship has again updated the progress 
boards in the fireside room so continue to watch for them.  Thank you for your generosity in thankfulness to God!! 
 
We could still use more ideas so if you have any, please submit them to the church office.  Be sure your name is on the 
list so proper credit can be given. 
 
Also remember you can text these contributions using the “Text to Give” service.  To give to the Pakistan Sunday 
School use the code “PakSS” and for debt retirement use the code “Anniv”.  Thanks for continuing to remember this 
important offering with your prayers and contributions.!! 
 

“Journey to the Cross”  

The first Journey to the Cross was held on Saturday, April 8.  Sixty two participants 

were able to experience Jesus’ final week through the eyes of witnesses to the 

events.  The board would like to thank all the volunteers that made this possible. 

There were over thirty members involved in preparations, or as tour guides and ac-

tors. Now that the first year is behind them, the Board for Evangelism plans on ex-

panding the publicity to include our neighbors and friends in Watertown next year.  

So save the date: Saturday, March 24.   

Graduations 
Are you or a son/daughter graduating from high school or college?  We would like to recognize their 

achievement in next month’s newsletter. Let the church office know the name and from where they 

are graduating.  If high school, what are the plans for the future?   If college, what was the degree or 

field of study? Please submit the information by May 21.  

 
God Bless Trinity’s 2017 Confirmands  
 

 Benjamin Cole        Hannah Roeseler 

 Connor Frank   Sydney Schwartz 

 Elizabeth Isham  Amber Vertein 

 Kyle Jaeger   Lincoln Wegner 

 Jaden Madrid  Ellie Yahnke 

 Ryan Punzel               

Ascension Service 
 

Thursday, May 25 at 6:30 pm 

Ice Cream Social  

following the service.  



 

Rock River  Area OWLS     
The May meeting of our OWLS chapter will be held at 1:30 pm on Tuesday, May 16 at St. John Lutheran Church of 
Newville. The host pastor is Pastor Christopher Koschnitzke. Naomi Plocher will present her monologue on "Katie, Wife 
of Martin Luther," a fitting topic for this 500th anniversary year of the Lutheran Reformation. Refreshments will be 
served. Come and enjoy spiritual growth and the fellowship of neighboring WELS and ELS members. The Organization 
of WELS Seniors (OWLS) provides meaningful activity for those who are retired and/or 50 years and older. St. John 
Church is visible from Interstate 94, but can only be accessed northwest from Lake Mills or south from Waterloo, lo-
cated at W8496 Parsonage Lane, Waterloo WI 53594 (Tel. 920-648-5205). Check the map. Come and bring a friend! 
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Meals on Wheels 
 

The next opportunity to deliver Meal on Wheels will be the week of May 8-12.  Meals are picked up at 

Perkins by 11:30 am and the routes take about one hour to deliver.  These low cost meals allow our 

Watertown neighbors to stay in their homes.  A volunteer coming to their door may be the only per-

son they see that day.  So bring your smile and a friend and volunteer today. For more information, 

contact Lefty Zuleger at 261-7917. 

Daddy-Daughter Dance Recap 
The 2nd Annual Daddy-Daughter Dance was held on Saturday, April 1 at the Trinity-St. Luke’s Western Avenue campus.  
It was another HUGE success.  The theme of the evening was “Red Carpet” and the gym was transformed into a venue 
fit for a celebrity. 
 

There was a total of 206 people in attendance – 115 girls and 91 men (dads, brothers, grandfathers).  Rock the Flock 
provided the music and kept the girls on the dance floor and even got the men to join them.  We had attendees from 
Trinity, St. Luke’s, St. John’s, St. Mark’s – Watertown, St. Paul’s – Ixonia, St. John’s- Juneau, St. Peter’s – Helenville, St. 
Paul’s – Lake Mills, along with many other churches and non-churched.  What a marvelous outreach for our congrega-
tion. 
 

A big thank you to all who donated food items for the refreshments.  We served cheese and crackers, fresh fruit, veg-
gies and dip, cupcakes and apple juice/lemonade.  We would like to thank Ann Marcks for making a couple hundred 
mini cupcakes – each cupcake was decorated individually – they were delicious and enjoyed by all.  On Friday evening 
it took an army to decorate the gym – thank you to all who helped set this up.  A big thank you to Matt, Dan,  
Josh W., Dale, Russ, Dave, Josh S. These men were amazing getting the tulle and lights hanging from the ceiling.  Thank 
you to our high school girls who came and helped and thank you to all the ladies who helped transform the gym into a 
Hollywood setting.  Thanks to the ladies who helped us serve the refreshments and monitor the gym.  A special shout 
out to Jodi Jaeger and Melissa Thoma for taking pictures of the event along with Elissa and Laurie.  We plan to post 
some pictures in the Fireside Room soon.  It took an army to make this all come together and we appreciate all the 
help. There are too many to list, please know your help was greatly appreciated.  Thank you also to Mr. Moeller and 
the School Board for allowing us to turn our school into this fellowship event. 
 

Plans are being made the 3rd Annual Daddy-Daughter Dance.  As soon as the date is secured – we will let you know.  
Again, thank you for your support – God has truly blessed us with this wonderful opportunity to spread fellowship in 
our community. 
 

Daddy-Daughter Dance Committee 
Elissa Zastrow, Laurie Cole, Lyndsay Smulders, Nancy Zastrow 



 

Prayer Partners "And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 

this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all 

the saints" (Ephesians 6:18).  

 Pray for the need of others. 

 Praise God for  the wonderful things he does. 

 To join send, an email to sstrucely@gmail.com or 

call the church office. Prayer requests will be sent 

to you via email or by phone call. 

 To request a prayer, contact Pastor Brauer. 

Videotaped Church Services  
The Sunday services are now being shown on Watertown 

TV, cable channel 985, Wednesdays 9 am and 4 pm and 

again on Sunday at 11 am. Services are also uploaded to 

the church website by Tuesday. 

Sit-Craft-Chat 
Craft Group  

Third Monday of each month 

6-8 pm 

Fireside Room  

Contact person: Tina Krueger (261-3562) 
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Summer Vacation Bible School Returns to Trinity  
 

Mark your calendars for the week of July 31 through August 4.  Trinity is planning a 5-day Vacation Bible School, to be 

held from 9 am—noon. Our theme is “SonWest Roundup”  With a western theme as a backdrop kids from age 3 

through grade 6 will come to know Jesus better as they ride the trails of the Old Testament stories about Moses and 

the children of Israel.  They will learn about God’s ultimate plan, ultimate power, ultimate rescue and ultimate love for 

Moses and for us! 

Our Buckaroos will love the colorful “Old West” theme, heart racing games, toe-tapping music, hilarious skits, tasty 

snacks and more!  All this wild west fun is designed to lead kids closer to Jesus and to know God’s ultimate plan for 

salvation. 

All this fun and excitement will need your help.  

 We ask that you pray for our VBS to be successful in bringing young hearts closer to Jesus.   

 We need you to consider helping with the program either before or during the event. (More details will be posted 

in next month’s newsletter and bulletins.)  

 Please tell others about the program and invite your friends and family.  
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Part IV – The Day of Dedication 

 
The Day of Dedication arrived – Sunday, December 6, 
1953. The headline in the Watertown Daily Times a 
few days earlier alerted the Watertown community 
to what was about to take place giving a history of 
the congregation and explaining in detail some of the 
features that were included in the new church build-
ing.  Detailed descriptions were given of the stone 
sculpture work within and without the building with 
two columns of news copy found on page one, and 
the article continuing with four columns on page 
four. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although the church was ready for dedication, the land-
scaping was not because it was December. Because of the 
rains the day before it was necessary for the dedication 
crowd to remain on the sidewalks and the stairs leading to 
the church. 

 
The article in the Daily Times following the dedication 
was even more impressive. A large picture of the 
dedication service outside the church was included as 
well as an “official” picture of the church structure 
taken from the northwest corner of the property. The 
headlines announced the article: 
 

 
Trinity Church Dedication Held in City Sunday 
Attendance Big at Trinity Church Dedication 

Great Turnout of Parishioners for Special Services 
 

 Dedication services were held yesterday for the  

 
 
 
new Trinity Lutheran Church on the site of the old edi-
fice at South Fourth Street and Wisconsin Streets. 
Rain fell during the early hours of the morning but by 
the time the ceremonies got underway the rain had 
stopped. The crowds at the services, both afternoon 
and evening were immense and the evening service 
also attracted a capacity crowd of worshipers and 
well wishers. 
 
 Speakers included the Rev. Prof. E.C. Kiessling of 
Northwestern College at the morning service, the Rev. 
Prof. E.E. Kowalke, president of Northwestern Col-
lege, at the afternoon service and the Rev. Robert 
Beckmann, Tomah, at the evening service. 
 
 The Rev. K. A. Timmel, pastor of the congregation, 
said today that everyone in the parish and the various 
committees expressed appreciation for the way the 
entire proceedings went off and for the great interest 
shown in the dedication and services. 
 

Flowers and Messages  
 

 There were a great many flowers and many mes-
sages from friends and neighboring congregations. 
 
 The Rev. F. E. Stern, first pastor of the church, was 
not able to be present but sent a message of warm 
felicitation and good wishes.   
 
 Both the lunch and dinner which were served were 
largely attended yesterday noon and in the after-
noon. 
 The parish has been holding its services in the 
gymnasium of Northwestern College while the new 
church was under construction. Services hereafter will 
be held in the new church, the pastor said. The first 
service there will be on Wednesday evening of this 
week. It will be a regular Advent service and will be-
gin at 8 o’clock. 
 
In honor of the dedication the Watertown Daily 
Times also ran an editorial: 

 

The First 100 Years 

1953 
A Year of  Meetings –  A Year of  Building –  A Year of  Rejoicing 
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Congratulations! 
 

 The Trinity Lutheran Church is to be congratulated 
on its new church building. It is a structure every 
member of the congregation and the pastor, the Rev. 
Kurt Timmel, can look upon with genuine pride. It’s a 
beautiful building, indeed, it is a structure the congre-
gation and pastor can look upon with a feeling of 
great satisfaction, but it also is a building which the 
entire community can point to with pride.  
 
 A project of this type required courage and fore-
sight. Building a modern church building today is a 
big undertaking. Sixteen years ago, when the growth 
of the congregation made it necessary to inaugurate 
a second service, the congregation began to think 
about a new home. Nine years ago, an exploratory 
committee was named to assemble ideas and infor-
mation on church buildings. The following year – 
eight years ago – the committee made the final re-
port. A building committee was then named and an 
architect engaged. The committee has carried a 
heavy burden these eight years, but with the fine and 
loyal cooperation of members of the congregation, it 
was able to arrange the financing and build the edi-
fice. 
 
 Every member of the congregation can be proud 
of what has been accomplished and the pastor, who 
has provided valuable guidance and who has done a 
great deal to bring the project to realization, too, can 
look upon the completion of the structure with a real 
feeling of satisfaction. It’s a tribute to his untiring ef-
forts to achieve the goal. 
 
 Watertown is known for its many churches and its 
deep religious devotion. The new Trinity congregation 
church building is added evidence of this deep devo-
tion. 
 
We want to add our congratulations for a job well 
done, and wish to extend our sincere well wishes to 
the congregation and its pastor. 
 
And so it was done. It was a day of full and joy-filled 
hearts. Trinity Lutheran Church had a new permanent 
home in a structure dedicated to the Lord’s glory! 
 
 
 
 

The final word, however, belonged to Pastor Timmel. 
A few weeks later the Annual Report of Trinity Lu-
theran Church was printed for the 1953 – the year 
just completed. His Pastor’s report for the annual 
report says it all: 
 
 The year now closed was a strenuous and eventful 
one, and therefore also a happy one. We were occu-
pied with a labor love, an experience which always 
makes work light and brings much gratification when 
finally finished. The plans and hopes and prayers of 
over thirty years have found their fulfillment in our 
new church and we are placed thereby in a position 
to do a much better piece of work both for our mem-
bers and the church at large. 
 
 On entering this new era we pray that it may be 
one of opportunity and blessings. Our new church 
must be to us as a new constructive tool which we 
use to gather the Lord’s blessed harvest.  As God’s 
gift to us it commits us to a greater responsibility over 
against Him. He now has the right to expect more of 
us in worship and in mission work; the old excuses we 
used to make of lack of space and facilities now fall 
by the way. While our sleeves are still rolled up we 
study the new lay-out to determine which of many 
necessary tasks has the first claim on us. 
 
 The natural increase in interest has brought with it 
an expected increase in attendance at worship; and, 
as is the usual experience, this increase in attendance 
has prompted among us a readier response to the 
needs in all departments of our program. The finan-
cial reports are gratifying and an analysis of the 
pledges returned for the new year shows a rise in an-
ticipated receipts that is in proportion to our in-
creased budget. Right down the line, the church coun-
cil, the teachers, the choir, the ushers, the Ladies Aid, 
the individual members all have followed the lead of 
the building committee, have pitched in to make sure 
the needs are met in time.  
 
 As soon as time permits and the facilities are read-
ied, we will resume with an adult Bible class and the 
work with the young people. Other activities and or-
ganizations have been suggested and will be ar-
ranged for soon. We welcome your co-operation in 
planning and organizing such further groups that will 
give opportunity for study and work, and incidentally 
also good fellowship.  
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Remembering those fallen asleep in Jesus  

 

Joyce Schumann 

 Jerry and Eileen Sell  

 John and Sandy Braun  

 Doris Schumann  

 Wayne and Elda Zuleger -100th debt retirement 

 Gina Dunham  

 Suzanne Herzog  

 Alan and Susan Wickland  

 

Mary Ann Doering 

 The following memorials are designated for  

 Cradle Roll materials: 

 Mary Alfeld  

 Tim and Deb Archambeau  

 Lurae Bohn  

 Paul and Kay Christian  

 Helen Doering  

 Ruth Flath  

 Margaret Griep  

 Joe and Lori Haen  

 Sandi Haseleu  

 Todd and Tayna Haselue  

 Daryl and Amber Haumschild  

 Gloria Klieffer  

 Ruby Kraus  

 Tammy Lindemann  

 Stan and Caroline McAliley  

 Stan and Rosemary Mertens  

 Ed and Diane Meyers  

 Betty Montgomery  

 Tim and Bert Nietzel  

 Ken Pautsch  

 Arlene Pea  

 Richard and Shirlee Reynolds  

 Roland and Marie Roe  

 Tim and Cheryl Roets  

 Duane and Brenda Sherret  

 Carl and Debbie Schuett  

 Dave and Gail Seavert  

 Patricia Simon  

 Doug Teuteberg  

 William Ulm  

 Watertown Police Department  

 WE Energies  

 Wayne and Sandra Zastrow  

 Kurt and Bonita Zimdars  

 Al and Doris Zimmerman  

 Your pastor is grateful to God for the opportunity 
to lead you in worship in such a beautiful church. That 
too is a hope realized The beauty and church atmos-
phere of the building makes preaching much easier 
for him than it has ever been before, and it is his hope 
that your hearing of the Word may have been made 
easier and that it may bring you much strength and 
comfort.  
 
In the Annual Report the Parochial Report was given 
as of December 31, 1953: 
 Souls…………………..……781 
 Baptisms……………............13 
 Communicants…………....574 
 Confirmations………………13 
 Voters…………………..….245 
 Marriages………….…………2 
 Parochial School……….....68 
 Burials……………….……….8 
 Sunday School………..…...81 
 Communed………….….1,295 

 
A new era was about to begin in Trinity’s history. 
 
This section concludes the four parts of “1953”. 
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Trinity-St. Luke’s School  
 

Proposed 2017-2018 TSL Budget 
 

For the past several months the TSL Joint Board and the church councils of our supporting congregations have been 
discussing the proposed TSL budget for the next fiscal year as well as its impact on the congregational budgets. The 
discussion will continue for a few more weeks until the Joint Board adopts a budget which the congregations will then 
use to finalize their congregational budget numbers for adoption by each congregation. 
 
While TSL is a large portion of the congregations’ budgets, it is not the only focus of their ministries. The mission of 
both Trinity and St. Luke’s congregations is to preach the Gospel and share the Good News of salvation in Christ Jesus. 
TSL is a large part of that mission. However, it is not the only part. Here at TSL we are very mindful of the impact the 
school’s budget has on the congregations’ overall financial obligations and how the congregations can meet their mis-
sion.   
 
As in the past years, the TSL budget has been impacted by several dynamics. There are changes in the city of Water-
town – it is a different community than it was then years ago. Declining cradle roll numbers at both congregations 
mean fewer students at TSL. Different needs at both congregations have their own budget merits and impacts for each 
congregations. Together all of these items need to be weighed and considered.  
 
A preliminary proposed budget for TSL has these approximate percentages of how the money is spent in the school 
budget. 
 

Salaries for both called and hired workers:    65.7% 
Benefits for called and hired workers – FICA match, pension,  

        health insurance, professional growth, long-term disability:  24.7% 
 
  Together salaries and benefits result in about 90% of the budget expenditures. 
 
 Some of the other items that are budgeted include: 
 

Finances – accountant salary, technology used to assist in  
financial record keeping and invoicing, forms, etc.:    0.5%  
Property insurance, teacher liability, workers compensation 
premiums:        1.4% 
Technology use – by faculty, students, and office staff; internet 
and telephone service:      0.9% 
Conference expenses, various miscellaneous dues and fees: 0.5% 
Maintenance – garbage pickup, piano tuning, copier  
replacement and maintenance:     1.7% 
Supplies: paper, workbooks and student consumables, 
supplies used in classrooms and offices, and janitorial supplies: 4.6%    

These last amounts that are not salary or benefits total about 10% of the budget. For the next year we did not 
budget for any standardized testing or for any new textbooks. However, in the next fiscal year to come we will 
need to restore these items that were cut. 

 
 
. 
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When looking at the income side of the budget we anticipate that when we collect tuition and fees, which will 
increase for the next year, this will amount to $184,700 or about 23% of the budget. The remaining 77% - 
approximately $609,000 - will be divided between our two supporting congregations. 

 
Currently we use an 80-10-10 funding plan. 20% of the budget is equally divided between Trinity and St. Luke’s 

with each congregation paying 10%. The remaining amount (80%) is divided between the two congregations 
on the basis of actual student enrollment from the congregations using a rolling five-year average. For 2017-
2018 the percentage for Trinity congregation is 34.18% which is a decrease from the current year. When the 
formula is applied the amount of the budget Trinity is asked to provide is approximately $227,000 which is 
about a 0.1% decrease in their twice-a-month payments over the current fiscal year. 

 
The situation is a bit different for St. Luke’s. Their percentage is now 65.82% which increased from the current 

budget year. St. Luke’s portion of the proposed budget is about $387,000 which means a twice-a-month pay-
ment slightly under $16,000. This is approximately a 4.1% increase. 

 
The Joint Board and the church councils are discussing ways in which the amount of the twice-a-month payments 

could be reduced for both congregations. We pray the Lord would bless these discussions. 
 
We also pray the Lord would open the hearts of God’s people. We are now in the Easter season when we are re-

minded of God’s love to us in sending His Son, and Jesus’ great love for us with His death on Calvary’s cross. 
Great love was shown! There are many ways for us to respond with a thank you through the use of our time 
and talents. There are also ways for us to respond when we see how richly blessed we have been with physical 
gifts and money. Our gifts are needed for the proclamation of the Gospel – here at TSL, in our supporting con-
gregations, and through the WELS. May we always remember, as we sing in the hymn, “what great things God 
has done for me!” 

 
Further information on TSL’s and the congregations’ budgets will be available in the weeks to come. Please ponder 

this information as it is presented and prayerfully consider it. If you have any questions on the TSL budget, 
don’t hesitate to contact Mr. Moeller, the TSL principal 
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Pastor Brett Brauer 

trinitypastor@charter.net 

CELL: 920-915-9070 

HOME: 920-261-1599 

 

 

Sunday Worship Services 

8 & 10:30 am 

Bible Activity Hour & Bible Class 

9:15 am 

Wednesday Worship Service 

6:30 pm 

Ascension Service 

Thursday, May 25 

6:30 pm 

 

Pastor Dustin Yahnke 

pastoryahnke@hotmail.com 

CELL: 414-614-0077 

 


