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Trinity’s Centennial –  A Century in Christ  
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) 

 

     This month we mark our centennial as a Christian congregation.  Trinity Evangelical Lu-
theran Church is one hundred years old.  That is a long time.  The first members started our 
congregation in 1916.  Trinity began as a congregation before World War One, before jet 
travel, before computers, before joint replacements, before all of us who are currently mem-
bers. 

     As we celebrate the Trinity centennial, we do not boast or brag in ourselves.  We give 
praise and thanks to Christ.  Because of who he is, we as a congregation have lasted for a 
century.  We are marking a century in Christ.  His unchanging nature has been the reason for 
our history.  Christ is the true God, who saved us.  Christ is the living Lord, who has promised 
us eternal life.  Christ is the Lord of the church, who has given us his Word and sacraments.  
Christ is the faithful God, who has sustained and preserved our congregation.  He is the same 
yesterday and today. 

     And he will be the same forever.  We turn to him for every blessing in the future too.  Ac-
cording to his good and gracious will, our living and loving Lord will give us many more years 
as a Christian congregation.  He will allow us to receive his Gospel, to teach his Gospel and to 
tell his Gospel.  Every day, week and year ahead will also be in Christ.  Eternity too will be in 
Christ, as we will live in the joy of his presence. 

 

Serving Christ and you, 

 

Pastor Brett Brauer 

Pastor Dustin Yahnke 
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Trinity Women in Service met in the 
conference room on Thursday, October 
13, 2016, for their regular business  
meeting.  Nine ladies were present plus 
Pastor Brauer.  The hostess was Pat Zas-
trow. 
 

Pastor Brauer began with a very inter-
esting and  informational presentation 
about the Moravians.  He  researched 
on their website and gave us their his-
tory and their beliefs (basically their 
main goal for unity of members and 
churches).  He used many Bible pas-
sages for reference.   He closed his pres-
entation with prayer. 
 

The business meeting was opened by 
President Kathy Strucely.  The minutes 
for September were in the October 
newsletter and were approved as 
printed, with one correction.   The treas-
urer’s report for September was ap-
proved with a Women in Service bal-
ance of $1,355.54 plus $15.29 held for 
LWMS.  A total LWMS balance of 
$410.42 was sent to the District for the 
Fall Rally.  This included Trinity’s door 
offering of $296.00. The basket collec-
tion today was for the W.I.S. general 
treasury. 
 

Correspondence: Thank you notes were 
received from Trinity Church and the 
family of Madge Genthe (for the memo-
rial) and from the WELS Institutional 
Ministries (for the gift). 
 

Old Business: The Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary Society (LWMS) Fall Rally 
was held in Farmington on October 8.  
Rita Schulte reported that several peo-
ple from Trinity attended. Interesting 
speakers were from Africa and China.   

In the future, there will be a need for 
children’s toothbrushes and cloth ban-
dages for Africa.  More information will 
be forthcoming.  The spring rally will be 
in April and the 2017 National LWMS 
Convention will be in Green Bay. 
Trinity’s Fall Festival had fifty five chil-
dren registered, with eleven who were 
unchurched.  The Hispanic names were 
referred to St. Mark’s ministry.  Thank 
you to everyone who donated candy.  
There was a lot of candy left over which 
will be used for the Christmas season 
(children’s bags, Cheer Boxes, etc.). 
The Centennial Cookbook is available 
anytime the church is open in the Fire-
side Room for $15.00.  Also still avail-
able are the Centennial Christmas orna-
ments, coffee, and insulated mugs.  (All 
proceeds including monetary donations 
will go towards the Centennial celebra-
tion.) 
 

Audrey Zautner reported on the Live 
Nativity to be held December 2 and 3 at 
St. Luke’s. They still need assistance in 
helping the actors dress, putting away 
costumes, baking cookies, and serving in 
the cafeteria after the presentations.  
Sign-up sheets are available in the Fire-
side Room; pick your own hours to help.  
You can also contact her (261-2034) for 
more information or to volunteer.  The 
ladies also complimented the commit-
tee on the enjoyable video presentation 
about the Live Nativity. 
We were reminded of the celebration 
potluck for the 40th anniversary in the 
teaching ministry for Mr. Moeller and 
Mrs. Holzhueter on October 23. 
 

New Business: 
Offices up for 
election were 
for W.I.S. 
President and 
Treasurer.  There were no takers, so 
Kathy Strucely will continue as President 
and Pat Zastrow as Treasurer.  We thank 
them for their continuing service! 
 

It was brought to our attention that 
some of the hymnals in the pews are in 
bad condition.  We were asked to bring 
any bad ones to the ushers after the 
service so that they can be replaced. 
 

Pastor Appreciation Day: It was decided 
that the Women In Service send each of 
our pastors a card with a check in our 
appreciation for the blessing of having 
them pastor Trinity congregation.  A 
basket will also be placed in the Fireside 
Room on October 30 for anyone who 
wishes to send them a greeting. 
 

The Advent By Candlelight will be held 
on December 4 in the Fireside Room for 
women of the congregation.  More in-
formation will be given in the service 
bulletin. 
 

There being no more business, the 
meeting adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer.   The next regular W.I.S. meeting 
will be held on Thursday, November 10 
at 1:00 pm in the conference room.  We 
are hoping that Mrs. Holzhueter will 
bring TSL forensics students with their 
presentations for the program.  The 
hostess will be Audrey Zautner. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Phyllis Kaesermann, Secretary 

“The Lord does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at the heart.””  (1 Samuel 16:7) 
People, including teens, tend to focus 
on the outside of a person.  Often par-
ents have difficulty as their teen wants 
particular and brand name 
clothes.  The teen expects ridicule or 
exclusion if he/she isn’t wearing what 

is acceptable to other teens.  One of 
the comments we hear most often 
from teens who attend the ROC is, “At 
THE ROC I can be myself without wor-
rying about constantly being judged 
by others.  It is so good to know that 
God loves me no matter what I am 
wearing or what I look like.”  At THE 
ROC we constantly remind the teens 
of their beauty through Christ and 

faith in Him.  By His perfect life and 
sacrificial death we are clean.   Thanks 
be to God. 

PLEASE PUT THESE DATES ON YOUR 
SCHEDULE: 

Saturday, Nov. 26, 5:30 p.m. – Parade 
of Lights – See THE ROC float 

Sunday, December 4, 1-5 p.m. – THE 
ROC is on the Tour of Homes 

Women in  

Service 

Pebbles from  the ROC 



 

Financial Sta tus 
Thanks be to God for the gifts given for the work of the church! 

In order to give a clearer picture of our financial status we will be reporting the weekly and 
monthly totals of offerings for the unified budget.   
Weekly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $13,750 
Monthly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $59,584 
 Offerings received the week of September 4      $   8,607.85 
 Offerings received the week of September 11      $ 12,652.00 
 Offerings received the week of September 18      $   9,583.50 
 Offerings received the week of September 25      $ 10,527.67 
 Offerings received through Simply Giving in September     $   5,640.04 
 Offerings Received through Thrivent Choice      $       230.00  
Total Offerings received in the month of September for support of the ministry plan                     $ 47,241.06 
 
Overview 
As of the end of September, total operating income is $169,676 or 24% of the annual budget. Total expenses are 
$164,758 or 23% of the annual budget. Revenue and expenses are both expected to be at 25% after three months. 
There is a surplus of $4,917 at this point in the year. 
Balance Sheet 
As of the end of September, current assets (cash and stocks) totaled $109,977, comprised of $29,233 in checking, 
$67,262 in the money market account, and $13,482 in stock. The Thrivent mortgage balance decreased to $420,678, 
while member loans remained at $440,649. 
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Electronic Giving Update  
Trinity wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular 
weekly offering.  Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members and 
provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. 
 

Direct debit giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account 
to the church’s bank account.  We have been doing this for a number of years and its use is growing.  If you are inter-
ested, please complete an enrollment form and return to the church office.  Forms can be found in the Fireside Room. 
 

You now have the option of completing your online giving form, change your donation plan, make a one-time donation 
or view your donation history by going to the church website, trinitywatertown.net and clicking on the “Donate” but-
ton located in the top, right hand corner of the home page. 
 

Text to give is relatively new to Trinity and you have been hearing a lot about it. Please see the directions in the Friend-
ship register or call the church office for further instructions. 
 

If you have any questions at all please contact the pastors, the church office or any member of the Stewardship Com-
mittee. 

Rock River  Area OWLS  
Our OWLS chapter will have its November gathering at Bethany Lutheran Church in Hustisford on November 15 at 1:30 
pm. Rev. Jeremy Husby from Hartford and his wife Cassandra will talk about "Her Double Lung Transplant" of several 
years ago and her amazing recovery. Refreshments afterwards thanks to the women of the congregation. Bethany is 
currently served by neighboring vacancy Pastors Pasbrig and Kesting. Bethany is located near the Rock River's beautiful 
Lake Sinissippi off State Highway 60 at 269 North Lake Street. Learn more about the Organization of WELS Seniors 
(OWLS), which provides meaningful activity for people retired and/or 50 years and older. Here is a wonderful opportu-
nity for seniors to grow spiritually and enjoy the fellowship of neighboring WELS and ELS members. Bring a friend with 
you.  All are welcome. 
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Remembering those fallen asleep in Jesus  

Lois Spettel  

 Hazel Neitzel 

  

Email Notifications 
We are sending out a weekly email with the church sched-
ule and also any special items that come up during the 
week. If you did not receive an email, it means the church 
office does not have a current email address for you.  If 
you would like to receive weekly emails with the schedule 
and other special information, email us at  
trinitymanager@charter.net. 

Videotaped Church Services  
The Sunday services are now being shown on Water-

town TV, cable channel 985, Wednesdays 9 am and 4 

pm and again on Sunday at 11 am. Services are also 

uploaded to the church website by Tuesday. 

Prayer Partners "And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 

this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all 

the saints" (Ephesians 6:18).  

 Pray for the need of others. 

 Praise God for  the wonderful things he does. 

 To join send, an email to sstrucely@gmail.com or 

call the church office. Prayer requests will be sent 

to you via email or by phone call. 

 To request a prayer, contact Pastor Brauer. 

Sit-Craft-Chat 
Craft Group  

Third Monday of each month 

6-8 pm 

Fireside Room  

Contact person: Tina Krueger (261-3562) 

 

Trinity Teens 
October was a great month of Bible study for Trinity’s teens.  We continued with a 
series called Everyday Bible Studies.  A short video at the beginning of each class 
guides a discussion on a certain topic for that day.  In October, we’ve talked about 
spiritual threats to our faith, bearing fruit in our lives, and sharing the good news of 
Jesus with others.   We’ll continue with this series through November as well.  Com-
ing up in November, the teens will play some laser tag.   We will set a date for that 
soon so keep your eyes peeled for future announcements.   If you are a teen in grade 
7 through grade 12, you are invited to join us for Bible study Sunday Mornings, as 
well our upcoming fellowship events.   

You Can Volunteer 
The Sunshine Card Committee needs someone to send greeting cards (get well, anniversary, shut-in birthdays) for the 
month of March only, as that member is moving.  This is an ideal job to do from your home.  Materials will be given to 
you and postage is paid for by the Women In Service.  For more information, or to volunteer, contact Phyllis Kaeser-
mann (261-2605 or email: kaeserpl@att.net . 

Meals on Wheels 
Our next opportunity to deliver Meals on Wheels to our homebound neighbors is the week of November 14 through 

the 18.  Thankfully the need for Meals on Wheels has decreased over the past year.  The delivery routes have de-

creased from four to two routes each day. The meals continue be picked up at Perkins Restaurant at 11:30.  If you 

would like to volunteer for the service opportunity, you find a signup sheet in the Fireside Room or contact Lefty 

Zuleger at 261-7917. 

mailto:kaeserpl@att.net
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It is hard to believe we are less than two weeks away from the Centennial Celebration for Trinity Lutheran Church.  The 
Centennial Committee has been working hard finalizing the details of the dinner which will follow immediately after 
the church service in the gym at Trinity-St. Luke’s Western Avenue Campus.  There is parking on the playground, on the 
street or if you want to leave your car at church and walk over, you can do that also. 
 
The committee’s goal was to fund raise $4,000 to help offset costs of celebration.  We are happy to report we have 
met our goal, thanks to your generous donations and willingness to purchase centennial items.   
 
The reservation deadline has come and gone and we have given the caterer the final numbers for the food.  The reser-
vation/invitation committee has finalized the reservations for the dinner, the decorating committee is working hard to 
turn the gym into an elegant venue, the food committee has finalized the menu and ordered the cakes and the enter-
tainment/program committee is finalizing performances and speakers after the dinner.  The committee is very excited 
for this day and they have worked very hard to make this a special event. 
 
We still have centennial items for sale: cookbooks, ornaments, travel mugs and coffee, we will remain set up in the 
Fireside Room until the celebration.  If there are any items you would like to purchase after the Centennial please con-
tact the church office. 
 
As I indicated above, the Centennial Committee has worked very hard over the past 
18 months, please take a moment to thank them for all their hard work.  Members of 
the committee are Laurie Cole, Kamilla Thoma, Mona Pett, Elissa Zastrow, Sandy 
Braun, Laura Punzel, Lyndsay Smulders, Sharon Zastrow, Rebecca Koch, Sandy Kas-
tens and Pastor Yahnke.  These people have worked tirelessly to make the Centennial 
Celebration dinner an event to remember.  We look forward to seeing you on No-
vember 6. 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church Centennial Committee 
 

Centennial Committee Update  

Choral Fest Lunch 
We are excited to have the Winnebago Lutheran High School choir sing at our services on Sunday, November 13 as 
part of their choral fest weekend.  Before they leave us to finish their weekend at Luther Prep with a concert, we are 
planning to feed them lunch. That is where we need more help from you, both in providing food and helping to serve 
and clean up.  Casseroles, side dishes and desserts will be the menu for the day.  If you can help in any little way, it 
would be greatly appreciated.  Please find the sign ups (for food and for help) in the Fireside Room or contact Michele 
Maas directly at 920-206-1710 or mmaas1710@gmail.com.  Your help is so greatly appreciated!  Thanks! 

Pops Concert 

Friday, November 11 

7 pm 

Luther Prep Gym 

Sacred Concert 

Sunday, November 13 

2 pm 

Luther Prep Gym 

WELS Regional Choral Fest 2016 

Participating Choirs: Arizona Lutheran Academy –Phoenix, AZ, Divine Savior Lutheran Academy-Doral, FL, Evergreen 

Lutheran High School-Tacoma, WA, Fox Valley Lutheran High School-Appleton, WI, Kettle Moraine Lutheran High 

School-Jackson, WI, Lakeside Lutheran High School-Lake Mills, WI, Luther Preparatory School-Watertown, WI, Manito-

woc Lutheran High School-Manitowoc, WI, Shoreland Lutheran High School-Sommers, WI, Winnebago Lutheran Acad-

emy-Fond du Lac, WI, Wisconsin Lutheran High School-Milwaukee, WI 

mailto:mmaas1710@gmail.com


 

First Love at Christmas 
Christmas will be here before you know it. Plans have begun for this year’s First Love at Christmas.  This is a project 
that Trinity runs to help those in need by giving them gifts and/or food for their Christmas celebration. 
 
These are the things that are needed.  Hopefully you can help with one or more of the items: 

Names of those who you feel could use a little help at Christmas time with some Christian love, food and gifts.  If 
you know someone or could use help yourself, please contact one of our pastors or the church secretary. 

A few more people to be on the committee to help shop for food and purchase gifts (if we don’t have enough vol-
unteers for this) and put everything together the day of the event.  Please contact Michele Maas at (920) 206-
1710 or mmaas1710@gmail.com. 

People who would like to take the names of some of people we are giving to and purchase gifts for them.  It can be 
children and/or adults.  Please sign up on the sheet in the Fireside room. 

Gifts of money to help with the purchase of food and gifts for those in need.  Please put the money in an envelope 
and mark it with “First Love at Christmas” and put it in the offering basket or drop it off in the office. 
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A Century in Christ—Trinity Anniversary Celebration  
 

Sunday November 6, 2016 
 

Festival Service—9 am 
Guest Preacher: Pastor  William Gabb 

Children’s and Adult Choirs 
 

 

Senior Choir  
Senior choir is in need of people willing to use their voices to sing for church for the following services.  We are plan-
ning out the schedule by specific singing dates so any who are interested do not need to feel obligated to commit to 
the entire year.  If you would like to help with one, two, or all three of the services, the rehearsal times are listed be-
low. No matter your talent and ability, we would like the privilege of being able to serve our Savior with you. If you 
want more information, please contact Naomi Fritz (fritznr@lps.wels.net or 920-342-8865).   
           Senior Choir Schedule:  
    Christmas Day Service  - December 25 – 9 am 

    Tuesday, December 6 - 7 pm 
    Tuesday, December 13 - 7 pm 
    Tuesday, December 20 - 7 pm 

No Wednesday Service 

November 2 

Upcoming Special Services  
Joint Reformation Service at Lakeside Lutheran High School—Sunday, October 30 at 4 pm 

Thanksgiving Services—Wednesday, November 23 at 7 pm, Thursday, November 24 at 9 am 

mailto:mmaas1710@gmail.com
mailto:fritznr@lps.wels.net
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99 Years and Counting 
After World War II ended the people of Watertown tried to resume a normal style of life. Trinity congregation resumed 
its plans for raising funds and planning for the building of a new church structure. Several unexpected obstacles came 
up along the way. This section and the two sections to come in future newsletters will tell of those struggles and tri-
umphs. 

 

A Time for Planning 
Trinity Prepares for Building Its New Church Building 

 
Part I 

 
January 1, 1947, was quickly approaching. This was the date set for the goal of having collected $30,000 in the Building 
Fund for the new church building. While a return to peace-time following World War II would help this, no one antici-
pated the challenges of resuming a peace-time economy. Building supplies were in short supply; construction costs 
were sky rocketing as the world and the United States returned to a way of life they had known before the war. How-
ever, life in many regards would never be the same. 
 
This was already aware to the congregation in a special voters’ meeting on November 27, 1945, when the following 
resolution was passed: 

Since the tentative date for the building of our church is approaching and since the cost of construction has in-
creased materially the Church Council and the Building Committee recommend to the congregation that in each 
of the next two years $2500.00 be reached in addition to the present receipts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The minutes note that “favorable and constructive remarks were made by some of the members present”. This idea of 
receiving the additional funds was furthered in early 1946 when the congregation decided that the Building Committee 
be empowered to appoint a Financial Planning Committee of three men to serve as a sub-committee to the Building 
Committee.  The men appointed to this committee were Mr. A. Weihert, Mr. A Grunde, and Mr. Henry Maltz. From 
what can be determined in the minutes, the balance in the Building Fund by the end of 1946 was $30,981.09 in both 
the savings account and investments in bonds. 
 
While the additional funds for the Building Fund were being raised there were other congregational matters that 
needed attention. The Synod’s Committee for European War Relief was making the constituency of the synod aware of 
the needs of the people in the war-ravaged countries of the European continent. The congregation decided that the 
information be circulated in the congregation, envelopes be used for cash donations, and the Ladies Aid be asked to 
handle the collection of clothing for this cause. 
 
Miss Sievert received a call to serve another congregation As a result the following resolutions were adopted: 

That the members present at this meeting go on record as making every effort to increase the attendance of our 
children in our parochial school. 

That the Church Council meet with Miss Sievert to work out some plans in giving her some help in her many duties 
here at the church. 

That her salary be increased to $125.00 per month starting July 1. 

The Building Committee 
and Finance Committee of 

the congregation who were 
the overseers of the pro-

ject. 



 

The second resolution came to fruition in that Miss Sievert 
was relieved for one Sunday per month  from Sept. 15 to June 15 [from organ playing for services]. Also help for 
one service every Sunday during Advent Season and also every other evening Lenten service, and that we pay 
the supply organist $2.00 per service. 

 
Pastor Martin Franzmann, professor at Northwestern College and an active member at Trinity, received and accepted a 
call to serve Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. To fill his place on the Building Committee Prof. Elmer Kiessling, also serv-
ing at Northwestern College, agreed to fill the vacated position. 
 
Architectural planning for the new church building continued. In February, 1947, the congregational meeting minutes 
share: 

Several ideas for the plans were discussed especially whether we should or should not include balconies in the 
plans. Tentative plans were shown and examined and it was moved, seconded, and passed that we authorize 
the building committee to go ahead with the plans as outlined with or without the balconies whichever was the 
best or most suited for our needs. 
 

Also discussed was the need to pay the architect for services rendered in preparing the building plans as well as what 
to do when several bonds would be come due in 1947. The congregation decided that these funds should then be rein-
vested in one-year government bonds. 
 
In a special church council meeting on March 9, 1947, the voters heard a report from the committee appointed to in-
vestigate the matter of giving a stag dinner and short program for the returned servicemen of the congregation. The 
report stated that 

a dinner could be served at the Wethonkitha Club for approximately $1.00 per plate which would be held on 
Sunday, April 20, at 12:30 p.m. The money needed for this should be collected through donations from the 
members of the congregation...Rev. Timmel was asked to make the necessary announcements at the service…
The council agreed to do the serving at the dinner and all needed decorations, etc….Mrs. Miller would be en-
gaged to prepare the meal. One of the professors would be asked to act as toastmaster and Rev. Timmel would 
give a short address.  
 

At times the congregation dealt with spiritual issues. In early 1948 the voters decided that a communion service was to 
be held monthly instead of every other month as in the past. At times they dealt with practical issues – the confirma-
tion class would be allowed to wear gowns at the confirmation service. (The church council meeting prior to the con-
gregational meeting points out why this was a practical issue – after the war  it was hard to get white dresses and 
stockings for the girls due to continuing shortages in basic goods.) It was also decided that the examination service for 
the confirmation class would be held during the second service on the Sunday preceding Palm Sunday. 
 
However, in these years the meeting content always returned to the upcoming building project – whether the actual 
construction or the financing of the structure. The January, 1948, minutes record 
 

Mr. Walter Schumann…gave a report on the activities up to date and showed the meeting various pictures of 
the proposed new church as made by the architect. Various members expressed their views and it finally de-
cided to receive the plans submitted for further consideration…the finance committee brought up a matter for 
consideration in regard to raising our budget for the building fund. This committee recommended that we raise 
a total of $12,500.00 per year for our building fund…after a little discussion it was moved, seconded, and 
passed that we vote by ballot on this matter. The result was 35 votes for and 17 against. The motion carried…
the last order of business was the building committee be authorized to circulize the congregation and also to 
call meetings for different groups to familiarize the members with what is going on in making plans in financing 
the new church. 
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Planning and preparing continued. By July of 1948 the Building Committee requested that they be authorized “to get 
out leaflets showing views of our proposed church with appropriate story and explanation concerning the plans of the 
church etc. This pamphlet should be mailed with the quarterly statements or in a separate envelope to every home in 
the congregation.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Annual Report of 1948 noted receipts of $9,354.48 as well as a cashed bond and accrued interest of $9,059.25 for 
the building fund. The grand total in the building found was now $51,256.97. At the meeting where this report was 
received it was passed to accept the drawings of the architect to this point and to continue with the detail of the draw-
ings. A few months later the Building Committee instructed the architect “to go ahead with drawings preparatory for 
the blue prints, and that about April 30 the members of the committee will go to St. Paul to discuss matters with the 
architect”. In July the goal of January 1, 1950, was set as the date by which the architect was to get plans and specifica-
tions to the Building Committee. 
 

 

This picture and story 
were the promotional 
item suggested by the 

Building Committee and 
sent to all congregational 
members. The narrative 

does not mince words on 
what the Trinity mem-
bers needed to do to 

bring a new church build-
ing to reality. 
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Enrollment 

Our first day of school for the new school year began on Tuesday, August 30.  Our beginning enrollment for this new 
school year is at the same level where we began the previous year at this time – 178 students in 3K through grade 
eight. We thank the Lord for the blessings of feeding His lambs. 

            

Grade Teacher               Students             TR           SL        Other WELS    Non WELS 

 

PK3 Hayes        12   2  5           1  4 

PK4 Hayes        13   2  5           2  4 

K Wegner             17   4  10            1  2 

1 Borgwardt       13   3  9           0  1 

2 Ehlke/Schumacher      14   6  7           1  0 

3 Schultz          17   6  9           1  1 

4 Birkholz         20   5 15           0  0 

5 Holzhueter       16   4 11           0  1 

6 Torgerson       18   6 12           0  0 

7 Beyer          6   4  2           0  0 

 Matthies         6   0  6           0  0 

8 Beyer        13   7  6           0  0 

 Matthies       13   5  8           0  0 

       178               54        105           6              13 

              30.0%       60.0%               3.0%          7.0% 

 

TSL continues in a state of enrollment transition due to a variety of factors. The loss of enrollment parallels the drop in 
elementary school enrollments in the Watertown Unified School District. These changes can be seen in looking at fluc-
tuating percentages and statistics over the past few years. 

 

2015-2016   178  24.7%   65.2%        3.9% 6.2% 

2014-2015   183  30.7%   61.7%        3.8% 3.8% 

2013-2014      187        34.3%      58.8%        3.2% 3.7%       

2012-2013      198  43.5%      52.0%        3.5% 1.0% 

2011-2012       200  43.5%    52.0%        3.5% 1.0% 

2010-2011       198  40.0%      58.2%         1.0% 0.0% 

 

We pray the Lord would bless our efforts in educating His lambs and sheep as well as recruiting lambs and sheep who 
need to hear His saving message. 

 

 

Trinity-St. Luke’s School  
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End of the Year Reconcilement 

A yearly end-of-the fiscal year reconcilement is conducted by the Joint Board. Total costs of TSL are reviewed for the 
year compared to the funds that the congregations have provided to operate the school. In FY2015-2016 $808,660.72 
was expended to operate TSL compared to an adopted budget amount of $804,392.00. Income received from all 
sources for budgetary purposes was $821,033.87 compared to a budgeted amount of $804,392.00. After a review of 
income and expenditures, including the amount the congregations paid to the school over the fiscal year, a check for 
$5,083.73 (including overpayments of $48.74) has been cut for Trinity, and a check in the amount of $7,289.42 
(including underpayments of $9.00) has been cut for St. Luke’s. Both congregations have received their checks. 
 
While there were areas of the budget underspent in a number of categories (and also areas overspent), what was also 
unexpected was the additional income in preschool and extended care fees due to increased enrollment and use of 
these programs. We are thankful that the Lord has provided this positive financial news for both congregations. 
 
Our thanks to Dan Meis (Joint Board Treasurer), Mrs. Kim Meschke (Administrative Assistant), and Michele Maas (TSL 
accountant) for keeping our financial records in current and excellent condition! 
 

Called and Hired Worker Staffing 
Mrs. Morgan Beyer and Mr. Jared Matthies are effectively working as our new seventh and eighth grade teachers. It 
appears to have been a smooth transition, and both teachers bring a variety of talents, abilities, and energy to working 
with these adolescents. Mrs. Beyer, as an assigned graduate of MLC, is mentored by Mrs. Kim Gartner who teaches at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School in Lake Mills. We thank the Lord for sending these teachers to us; as He promised He pro-
vides for us. 
 
There were also some changes in hired staffing: 
Mr. Scott and Mrs. Connie Vinz have taken over the after-school janitorial position at the Clark Street campus. They 
replace Tom Horn who is completing the next step of his education and training. Pastor Lance Hoff, recently retired 
from the ministry and last serving at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Helenville, replaces Duane Nottling, at the Western 
Avenue campus. Mr. Nottling has retired after a good number of years as janitor and also working on the summer 
floors. 
For the first time in the past several years all of our other staff positions remained the same. We thank the Lord for 
their work and consistency in service. 
 

TSL Self-Study 
We were recently notified that our accreditation through WELSSA (Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran Synod School Accredita-
tion), initially approved at an exemplary status a year ago, has again been approved for the next year at the same 
status level. This follows submission of an updated long-range plan this past summer. We have received verbal com-
munication from Wisconsin Religious and School Accreditation (WRISA) that accreditation through them has again 
been approved. 
 
 

The Labels for Education®  Program Is Winding Down.  
 

As of August 1, 2016, only UPCs with the Labels for Education logo will be accepted and redeemed for points into regis-
tered schools’ bank account. We have begun the process of removing the logo and expect there will be a limited num-
ber of products that contain these labels in stores through August 1, 2017. Once all Labels for Education logos have 
been removed from the products, UPCs will no longer be accepted. The banked points schools have accumulated will 
not be affected.  
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Pastor Brett Brauer 

trinitypastor@charter.net 

CELL: 920-915-9070 

HOME: 920-261-1599 

 

Worship Services 

8 & 10:30 am 

Wednesday Worship Service 

6:30 pm 

 

Pastor Dustin Yahnke 

pastoryahnke@hotmail.com 

CELL: 414-614-0077 

 


