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Reformation 500 –  Growing in God’s Word  

 
We count among the many blessings of the Lutheran Reformation the gift of God’s Word.  Of 
course, the Scriptures did not originate at the time of Martin Luther.  They were inspired by 
God the Holy Spirit over many centuries, until he completed giving them through men 
around 100 A.D.  What happened at the time of the Reformation was that God used men like 
Martin Luther to direct Christians back to the Word of God as the one source of faith and life.  
Because Luther learned anew from the Scriptures that sinners are saved only by God’s grace 
through faith in Christ, he was determined that all teaching should be based on the Scrip-
tures alone, and he encouraged Christians to devote themselves to the Bible. 
 
As heirs of the Lutheran Reformation, we too are determined to base our faith exclusively on 
the Holy Scriptures.  We are also devoted to receiving God’s Word together in worship and in 
Bible class, and on our own in personal Bible reading and study.  May the Holy Spirit keep 
alive in us such determination and devotion! 
 
The two of us pastors and the Trinity Spiritual Growth Board decided to include in our Trinity 
observation of the five-hundredth anniversary of the Reformation plans for growing in faith 
and knowledge through receiving God’s Word.  We have planned for two specific spiritual 
growth projects: 
 
Reading the Small Catechism – This devotional reading plan divides Luther’s Small Catechism 
into twenty-eight segments (for a total of four weeks).  Members are encouraged to read the 
daily segment of the Small Catechism, give thought to its content and then offer a prayer 
focusing on the Biblical teaching in that segment.  To go even deeper, members may choose 
to read through the exposition in their own catechism book, which includes a rich assort-
ment of Bible passages from which the Small Catechism is drawn.  A copy of this Small Cate-
chism devotional reading plan is included in the newsletter (check the center pages).  Mem-
bers are encouraged to start this devotional reading plan on one of the first days in October. 
Reading the New Testament – The Holy Spirit always blesses us as we receive his Word.  For 
personal spiritual growth from God’s Word, a New Testament reading plan will be made 
available at the end of October.  It will start with the New Testament books which Martin 
Luther called the chief books and then continue with the other books of New Testament.  
The plan will suggest reading two chapters per day over the course of six days during the 
week (one day can be a day for catching up if necessary).  In about six months the entire New 
Testament will be covered.  If you have never read through the New Testament, this will be a 
beneficial spiritual growth project.  If you have already read through the New Testament 
(and perhaps several times), this will be a beneficial spiritual growth project.  Watch for 
more details! 
 
Serving Jesus and you, 
 
Pastor Brett Brauer 
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Trinity Women In Service met in the conference room on 
Thursday, September 14, 2017, for their regular business 
meeting. Eight ladies were present plus Pastor Yahnke. 
The Hostesses were Audrey Zautner and Ann Marcks.  

Pastor Yahnke opened the meeting with prayer and then 
gave an interesting presentation about Martin Luther’s life 
and his finding the truth and peace of justification through 
God’s grace, by faith alone. We learned of the many cities 
where he lived to study and to proclaim his faith and to 
record the Bible through the written Word for all people. 
We saw God’s guidance throughout his life. 

The business meeting was opened by Ann Marcks in the 
absence of the president and vice-president. Vice Presi-
dent Audrey Zautner came and presided over the rest of 
the meeting shortly after. The minutes for May were in 
the June newsletter and were approved as printed. The 
treasurer’s report for May, June, July, and August was ap-
proved with a Women In Service balance of $1,144.22 plus 
$156.14 held for LWMS. The basket collection today was 
for the W.I.S. General Treasury. 

Correspondence: Thank you notes were received from: 
Trinity Church (memorials for Eugene Zautner and William 
Ulm); from Audrey Zautner (memorial for Eugene), Anita 
Olson (memorial for Mildred Ten Broek) and Judy Johns-
ton (memorial and luncheon served for Tim Johnston). 
Newsletters from Calvary Academy and Special Ministries 
were also available. 

Old Business: None. 

New Business: On October 1 the Luther movie "Return to 
Grace" will be shown in the Western Avenue gym of our 

school at 6:30. 

The Lutheran Women’s Mission-
ary Society (LWMS) Fall Rally will 
be held in Brodhead, WI on October 14. Let Clare Schmidt 
know if you plan to attend (920-285-8297). More informa-
tion can be found on the church bulletin board. 

The Women In Service will be serving bakery, etc. this 
coming Sunday in the Fireside Room. We are encouraged 
to bring something to be served after the early service 
only. 

It has come to our attention that the 55-cup coffee urn is 
leaking. The motion was made and carried for the WIS to 
purchase a new one. Phyllis Kaesermann will take care of 
ordering one. 

We were informed that, due to her husband taking a new 
job, Kathy Strucely will be leaving her position as Office 
Manager on November 1. That will also mean we will have 
to elect a new president for the W.I.S. next month as well 
as have election for the offices of Vice President/Program 
Planner and Secretary. 

There being no more business, the meeting adjourned 
with the Lord’s Prayer. The next regular W.I.S. meeting will 
be held on Thursday, October 12, at 1:00 p.m. in the Con-
ference Room. Hostess will be Phyllis Kaesermann. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Phyllis Kaesermann, Secretary  

 

Todd Morris, a ROC Volunteer says, “I feel a ‘rush’ when an 
X-ROC Teen stops into The ROC and asks Pastor Mueller if 
he would baptize their child! This confirms one of the 
ROC’s main goals - through the help of the Holy Spirit. This 
makes me want to do more, so stories like this can con-
tinue. Also, when a teen asks to be baptized and states, ‘I 
want to go to Heaven….’, and you realize this teen didn’t 
know what God or Heaven was about before they at-
tended the ROC….what more can you ask for?”  Since most 
of the teens who attend our Recreation & Outreach Cen-

ter (THE ROC) for youth have not heard the Gospel before 
THE ROC, such stories are common.  Come and help us 
continue this joyful ministry by becoming a volun-
teer.  Volunteers are greatly needed.  Call or stop in and 
talk to Pastor Mueller. 

The Rummage Sale Committee (Pam Erdman, 
Edrie Pagel, Ruth Uttech, Tim Uttech, Joyce Zweig) is in 
great need of someone to be on the committee to handle 
and organize volunteers for the moving of heavier items 
for the ROC Rummage Sale.  Please call Pastor Mueller. 

Women in  

Service 

Pebbles from  the ROC 
ROC        “Luke 15:10 - In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents.” (Luke 15:10  
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Financial Sta tus 
Thanks be to God for the gifts given for the work of the church! 

In order to give a clearer picture of our financial status we will be reporting the weekly and monthly 

totals of offerings for the unified budget.   

Weekly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $14,031 

Monthly offering needed to support the ministry plan: $60,801 

 Offerings received the week of August 6       $  10,101.00 

 Offerings received the week of August 13      $    8,364.15 

 Offerings received the week of August 20      $    8,860.42 

 Offerings received the week of August 27      $    9,552.84 

 Offerings received through electronic giving for August     $    5,899.00 

 Offerings received through Thrivent       $        300.00            

Total Offerings received in the month of July for support of the ministry plan                      $   43,077.41 

Treasurer’s Repor t  
As of the end of August, total operating income was $96,334 or 13% of the annual budget.  Total expenses were 

$116,642 or 16% of the annual budget.  Revenue and expenses are expected to be 16% after two months.  The income 

is behind for the year of $20,308 for the amount of expenditures. 

As of the end of August, current assets (cash and stocks) totaled $82,963, comprised of $32,123 in checking, $50,936 in 

the money market account.  The Thrivent mortgage balance decreased to 380,870, while member loans are at 

$365,859. 

Our local chapter of the OWLS will hold its second meeting of the new 2017-2018 season at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Watertown on October 17 at 1:30 pm. Professor Daniel Deutschlander will present "How Luther became a Lutheran." 
Refreshments to be served, courtesy of the Trinity ladies. Trinity pastors are Brett Brauer and Dustin Yahnke. The Or-
ganization of WELS Seniors (OWLS) appeals to those who are retired and/or 50 years old, who look for meaningful ac-
tivity, enjoy spiritual growth and the fellowship of neighboring WELS and ELS members. Trinity is located at 605 S. 4th 
Street in Watertown, about seven blocks west of the LPS campus and next to a park. Bring a friend. Everyone is wel-
come! 

Upcoming Meetings; 

November 21  -  St John, Watertown                    Rev James Werner                      "Our Grenada Misssion" 
December 19  -  St Luke, Watertown                     Ione Ibeling              "Origins of Christmas Carols"   

Rock River Area Owls 

Luther Movie: A Return to Grace  
 

On Sunday, October 1 we are planning to show the new Luther movie, “A Return to Grace”,  in 

the Western Avenue gym starting at 6:30 pm.  A dessert potluck will be held from 6-6:30 pm 

Join us as we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation!  
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Teens’ Corner  
 

Trinity Teen Bible Class began again with eight teens in attendance.  Plans are in the 

works for upcoming Bible study and fellowship events.  We are planning a trip to Six 

Flags on October 7.  Teens should contact Pastor Yahnke by October 1 if they plan to at-

tend.  The teens will join the adult Bible Class for the month of October for the Reforma-

tion Series. 

Videotaped Church Services  
The Sunday services are now being shown on Watertown 

TV, cable channel 985, Wednesdays 9 am and 4 pm and 

again on Sunday at 11 am. Services are also uploaded to 

the church website by Tuesday. 

Sit-Craft-Chat 
Craft Group  

Third Monday of each month 

6-8 pm 

Fireside Room  

Prayer Partners "And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 

this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all 

the saints" (Ephesians 6:18).  

 Pray for the need of others. 

 Praise God for  the wonderful things he does. 

 To join send, an email to sstrucely@gmail.com or 

call the church office. Prayer requests will be sent 

to you via email or by phone call. 

 To request a prayer, contact Pastor Brauer. 

Church Secretary Posit ion 
Kathy Strucely, who has served as church secretary since 2011, will be leaving this fall.  The congregation is seeking a 
replacement.  This is a summary of qualifications and duties for the position: 
 
  Understanding of the mission of Trinity and a high regard for the Gospel ministry; 
  Trustworthy and confidential; 
  Able to work in cooperation with the pastors and the congregational leaders; 
  Skillful in using the computer and church-related software; 
  Preparation of the bulletin and service folders; 
  Preparation of the newsletter; 
  Recordkeeping and various secretarial tasks; 
  Assistance to the church treasurer; 
  Other miscellaneous duties as agreed upon by the secretary, church leaders and pastors. 
 
The hours will range from fifteen to twenty per week.  Applications are available at the church office.  The deadline for 
submitting an application is Monday, October 9.  For more information, contact Russ Marcks or Bill Nass. 

Food Pantry 
Did you know we have a basket for food collections in the Fireside Room?  The donated items are regu-

larly collected and brought to the Watertown Food Pantry.  
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Western Wisconsin District – “Timeless Truths” 
October 29, 2017 

-Open to the Public- 

Come join us for worship! 

 

 

Date: Sunday, October 29, 2017 

Location: Alliant Energy Center, 1919 Alliant Energy Center Way, Madison, Wisconsin. 

Festival Worship: 4:00 pm 

Special Hymn Sing: 6:00 pm 

Participants: Choirs, Instruments, and Organ 

Come early to visit informational displays and vendor booths 

A coach bus will be leaving St. Marks’ at 2:30 pm on that day and will stay through the Hymn Sing.  

The cost is $15 per person.  If you would like to reserve a seat, call St. Mark’s at 262-8500 
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Should TSL Be a Part of the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program? 

 

One of the recommendations from the TSL Study Committees that met in 2016 was TSL  investigating whether the 
school should become a part of the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP). Since that time information on the 
WPCP has been presented through the congregational newsletters and at the voters’ meetings of both supporting con-
gregations. 

 

The time is quickly coming when our congregations will need to make a final decision on the matter. At this time the 
earliest TSL could be involved in the program would be the 2018-2019 school year. 

 

To provide an opportunity for updated information to be given, as well as a chance for questions and comments to be 
received from our congregational members, a series of presentations on the WPCP will be given at both congregations. 
We anticipate each meeting will take 45-60 minutes. The meetings will be held at these times and locations: 

 

 Saturday, September 30 – 11:00 a.m. at Trinity – Conference Room 

 Sunday, October 1 – 11:30 a.m. at St. Luke’s – School Commons 

 Wednesday, October 4 – 7:30 p.m. at Trinity – Conference Room 

Thursday, October 12 – 8:00 p.m. at St. Luke’s – School Commons 

Saturday, October 14 – 11:00 a.m. at St. Luke’s – School Commons 

Sunday, October 29 – 11:45 a.m. at Trinity – Conference Room 

 

We encourage the attendance of each member at one of these meetings. If adopted by our congregations, the pro-
gram could have a large impact on the future of our school. If you find you cannot be in attendance at any of these 
meetings, please contact Mr. Moeller who would be happy to provide information to you. 

 

Early Childhood Ministry Survey 

 

Thanks to all who took time to complete the electronic survey over the past weeks as the ECM Committee looked for 
input and feedback from our congregational members. The survey results have been tallied, and the ECM Committee is 
meeting to review the results and begin formulating recommendations for the Joint Board of Education and ultimately 
the congregations. Please be watching for further information in the future. 

 

Reformation 500 

 

TSL will hold its Social Studies Fair on Thursday, October 19, at the Western Avenue campus. This year’s fair will have a 
bent toward the celebration of the Reformation. Family and friends of TSL are invited to come and participate in a Ref-
ormation Walk in the building at 5:30 p.m. The walk will allow you to learn different facts and information about the 
Reformation. At 6:30 p.m. grades 3-4 will present a play on the life of Dr. Martin Luther. Grades six through eight will 
have their social studies projects ready for display. Rumor has it that even good German food like pretzels and (root) 
beer will be served. 

We invite you to come and join us that evening for learning and fellowship! 

Trinity/St. Luke’s School News  



 

 

A New School Year 

 

The new school year began on Tuesday, August 29. Our enrollment for the current year started at 160 students in 3K 
through grade eight which is about what we had anticipated given the graduation of a larger eighth grade class, the 
enrollment of a smaller kindergarten class, and movement of some families out of the area. There are twenty-three 
students in the 3K and 4K programs and 137 students in 5K – grade eight broken down as follows: 

 

 Grade   Teacher   Students 

 3K  Mrs. Ewings   09 

 4K  Mrs. Ewings  14 

 5K  Mrs. Wegner  12 

 1  Mrs. Borgwardt  14 

 2  Mrs. Schroeder (a.m.) 

   Mrs. Schumacher (p.m.) 14 

 3  Mrs. Schultz  14 

 4  Mr. Birkholz  18 

 5  Mr. Holzhueter  19 

 6  Mr. Torgerson   16 

 7-8  Mrs. Beyer  9 + 6 

   Mr. Matthies  8 + 7 

 

An accounting by congregations as well as other statistics will appear in the next newsletter. We pray the Lord’s bless-
ings on these students who are His precious lambs! 

 

 

Curriculum Study 

 

Along with the other schools of the Central Principals’ Conference (the schools gathered around the Lakeside Lutheran 
High School federation) TSL continues to study and revise our mathematics curriculum in a process started during the 
past school year. We revised our philosophy, are creating terminal objectives, and developing scope and sequence for 
5K through grade eight in mathematics concepts and instruction. 

 

The next step is to determine if we should update our teaching materials in mathematics. We are also looking at the 
materials in the English portion of language arts. We have used our current materials in both subjects for ten-plus 
years. Many instructional techniques have changed in instruction over that time (and some have not changed at all). 
We need to acquire materials that will support our curriculum plans in the years to come. During the coming months 
we will be reviewing materials from some of the major publishing companies for what they have to offer. We will de-
termine what most closely matches our curriculum and then select a series or update our current materials. 
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Pastor Brett Brauer 

trinitypastor@charter.net 

CELL: 920-915-9070 

HOME: 920-261-1599 

Pastor Dustin Yahnke 

pastoryahkne@hotmail.com 

CELL: 414-614-0077 

 

 

Sunday Worship Services 

8 & 10:30 am 

Bible Activity Hour & Bible Class 

9:15 am 

Wednesday Worship Service 

6:30 pm 

 


